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At the request of Solicitor Scarlett Wilson, the above matter, originally within the 

jurisdiction of the Ninth Circuit Solicitor's Office, was formally reassigned to the First Circuit 
Solicitor's Office for prosecution. This reassignment was made at the request of the Ninth Circuit 

Solicitor's Office to avoid any appearance of a connict of interest that could erode public trust in 

the impartiality and integrity of their office. 

After a thorough review of the evidence, which included witness statements, medical 

records, and other items, the Fir Circui olioitor's Office has dctc mined this matter will be 
dismissed. 

Brooks Templeton was origin-ally charged with Assault and Battery 1 •1 Degree on April 16, 

2024. A preliminar hearing was held o Jul 15, 2024 in the Charleston County Magistrate Court, 
at which time the court ruled that there was insufficient probable cause 10 establish the victim 

sutTered great bodily injury, \Vhich is a required element of the offense of Assault and Battery First 

Degree under South Carolina law. The case was ultimately bound over as a lessor included offense, 
Assault and Battery Second Degree. 

Solicitor's Office staff conducted a thorough review of all documentation and evidence 

collected during law enforcement's investigation considering the amendment in charges. In 
addition to the evidence initially provided, the First Circuit Solicitor's Office requested additional 

documentation and evidence which was not initially available. After our review of this additional 

documentation, it is the State's position that this case lacks sufficient admissible evidence to prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt that the victim's injuries meet the statutory threshold for Assault and 

Battery Second Degree under South Carolina law. 

When a criminal defendant is charged with Assault and Battery Second Degree, South 

Carolina law requires the State to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant unlawfully 
injured another with the present ability to do so and moderate bodily injury resulted or could have 

resulted. Moderate bodily injury is defined by South Carolina law as a "physical injury that 
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