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Former SC state Rep. RJ May to represent himself in trial
on child pornography charges
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COLUMBIA - Former state Rep. RJ May will act as his. own lawyer in his federal court trial
where he faces 10 counts of distributing child sex abuse material.

May made the decision to represent himself during a status hearing Sept. 4. He had been
with his assigned federal public defender, Jenny Smith, and co-counsel, Jeremy Thompson,
when he made his decision to cut them loose.

It remains largely unclear why May chose to represent himself. The court went into a closed
session where only the prosecution, defense, the judge and court staff were allowed in the
room for about 10 minutes.

When the judge allowed the public back into the courtroom and asked May on the record
why he was choosing to proceed alone, May referred to the private discussion without
details. He stated there was an "impasse" between him and Smith on how to move forward
with a motion to suppress some of the federal government's evidence.

May's counsel had previously made a motion to throw out evidence collected during the
search of May's home in August 2024. Federal officers obtained multiple electronic devices.
Smith stated there was a tremendous amount of data to comb through.
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While May didn't give many details as to why he did away with his attorneys, he has
previously stated in a financial affidavit that he cannot afford to retain private counsel and
had no assets to his name beyond a 2017 Chevy Suburban.

During the Sept. 4 federal court hearing, May added he had "done his homework," when
U.S. District Judge Cameron Currie was asking questions pertaining to his case.

May is not an attorney. Outside of his role as a state representative, he owned a political
consulting firm, Ivory Tusk, where he ran campaigns, sometimes against seated Republicans
in the House.

May, who was once a conservative firebrand in the House representing Lexington County,
faces charges stemming from allegedly sending or receiving more than 1,000 messages
containing child sex abuse material during a six-day stretch from March 30, 2024, to April 4,
2024, according to the criminal case filed against him. He resigned from his position in the
House on Aug. 11 and has had several court hearings since.

He has maintained his innocence, and his legal team previously suggested his computer
devices were hacked by a political enemy. He is currently being held at the Edgefield County
Detention Center.

Inside the court hearing

Unlike previous court appearances, May's family was not present. He also spoke more
frequently than previous hearings, addressing the judge during a series of questions about
his case and mental aptitude.

May had originally requested hybrid representation, where he would represent himself during
the period in which he could file motions up until the trial started. If he was unsuccessful in
doing this, he would have his attorneys step in for the frial.

Currie denied his request, and stated the hybrid representation would be unconstitutional.
That's when May told Currie he wished to represent himself.

Part of the proceedings required for self representation included Currie ensuring that May
voluntarily and knowingly was making the decision and that he was competent. She called it
a very serious decision and emphasized May would give up valuable rights,

Currie asked May a series of questions, including whether he understood the charges and
nature of consequences he faces.

She asked May whether he had the ability to consult on this decision with a lawyer, to which
he replied yes. Currie then asked May if he was satisfied with his counsel, and he told her,
yes, but still wanted to represent himself, and referred to what they had discussed during the
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private session.
Currie ruled that May was competent to choose to represent himself.

Currie did allow for May's public defenders to act as "standby" counsel, which means they
can assist him in limited ways. May's public defenders can sit behind May in trial to be there
for him to ask questions. They can also halp him when choosing a jury.

But Smith and Thompson can't assist him with cross examination, interrogation, case
preparation or in filing motions. And they can't address the jury.

The court had to make arrangements for May to be able to review the evidence against him,
including unsealing three search warrants made by the Lexington County Sheriffs Office
before Homeland Security raided his house.

May will be taken to specific locations, including the Homeland Security office, to review
evidence before he appears in court,

Defendants who choose to represent themselves in federal criminal cases are rare due to
the complexity of the legal process involved.

May's jury selection is tentatively expected to start Oct. 8, with frial starting Oct. 9. Assistant
U.S. Attorney Scott Matthews told Currie he expects the frial to last six days, and added that
he expects there to be at least eight witnesses.

If May is found guilty, he faces for each count a minimum of five years in prison and a
maximum of 20 years; the maximum fine he could face is $250,000.

A hearing on May's motion to suppress is still tentatively scheduled for Sept. 24.

Post and Courier Reporter Tiffany Tan contributed to this report.
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Accused child sex abuser RJ May
files motion to suppress evidence
against him

Story by John Monk « 6d+ 4 min read

L. rJ May

Accused child sex abuser and former Republican hard-right state
politician Robert "RJ* May on Wednesday filed a 30-plus page
motion asking a federal judge to suppress government evidence
against him.
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This pretty much takes insanity plea for Kirk suspect

The mation, written by hand at the Edgefiald County Datention
Center where May is being held without bond, was not immediately

made public,

Government prosecutors must respond 1o the motion by Sept. 22,
and U.S, Judge Cameron McGowan Currie will hold a hearing on the

matter Sept. 24,

May's trial on distributing child sex abuse material is set to begin Oct.
9 at the Columbia federal courthouse. The trial is expected to last six
trial days, ending Oct, 17, one day before May turns 39,

During Wednesday's 20-minute hearing, court officials scanned
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May to represent himself at trial
in his federal child sex abuse material case

|

South Carolina Public Radio | By Maayan Schechter =
B

Published September 4, 2025 at 11:50 AM EDT

Jeffrey Collins/AP / AP

Republican South Carolina Rep. R.J. May of Lexington speaks to reporters during the organizational session for the House on
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)

A federal judge on Thursday said she will allow former South Carolina Rep. RJ May to
represent himself at his upcoming trial in his federal child sex abuse material case.

Federal Judge Cameron Currie told May he can have his two public defenders Jenny
Smith and Jeremy Thompson on standby, but stressed they will have a very limited role.
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giving up some very significant rights."

The unusual move by May, who is not a lawyer, means he will be in charge of preparing
and filing his own motions, making his own opening and closing statements and cross-
examining witnesses on his own. He also wouldn't have his own attorneys to question
him should he decide to take the stand and testify.

Smith and Thompson also can't visit May in jail, unless instructed by the court.

May told Currie his decision to boot his lawyers was due to an impasse over a "motion
o suppress” certain evidence.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott Matthews told Currie there are seven total warrants.
May is only moving to suppress the residential search warrant.

"The court believes {(you're) competent to represent yourself,’ Currie told May at his
Thursday hearing that lasted under an hour.

Currie indicated Thursday that May's trial will move ahead as normal at Columbia's
federal courthouse.

Jury selection is expected to start Oct. 8, with the trial beginning the day after.
Matthews told Currie he expects the government to call eight witnesses.

He said he would anticipate the trial stretching at least six days.

May faces 10 counts of distribution of child sex abuse material.

He is accused of using the screen name “joebidennnn69” to exchange more than 200
different files of children involved in sexual acts through the messaging app Kik in a
nearly weeklong stretch back in 2024.

Federal prosecutors said May uploaded the documents using his home Wi-Fi
connection and cellphone. May's former attorney suggested at his June arraignment
hearing that someone could have used his Wi-Fi network after his wife posted a photo
online that showed the account’s password.
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The attorney said May has many "political enemies.”

May, a 38-year-old married father to two children under age 10, was first elected to the
S.C. House in 2020 and last won reelection in 2024.

May resigned his House seat last month, saying the decision was "in the best interests
of my family and constituents.”

The former lawmaker ran a Republican political consulting firm and helped launch the
hardline House Freedom Caucus, previously serving as the group's vice chair.

The special election for the Republican-leaning District 88 seat is scheduled for Dec. 23.

The primary will be held Oct. 21, and, if necessary, the runoff will be Nov. 4.

Tags | SC News © SC News

Maayan Schechter

Maayan Schechter (My-yahn Schek-ter) is a news reporter with South Carolina
Public Radio and ETV. She worked at South Carolina newspapers for a decade,
previously working as a reporter and then editor of The State's S.C. State House
and politics team, and as a reporter at the Aiken Standard and the Greenville News.
She grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated from the University of North
Carolina-Asheville in 2013.
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Greetings from American University of Beirut, where more than 1,000 cats
roam

Kirk's alleged shooter faces death penalty. And, Pritzker concerned for 2026
elections

Most American Jews say Trump is using antisemitism as an ‘excuse’ to silence
free speech at universities
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RJ May attacks search warrant, law
officer in bid to suppress child sex
evidence

Story by John Monk, Joseph Bustos«6d+ 3 min read

Accused child porn distributor former state Rep. RJ May has sharply
criticized a federal law enforcement officer and described as fatally
deficient a search warrant that led to the seizure of digital devices at
his house last year.

May wrote in his court filing that Homeland Security Investigations
agent Britton Lorenzen had a "reckless disregard for the truth™ and
misled a federal magistrate judge when she got a search warrant
approved last summer to search his cell phones, laptops and other
digital devices at his house in West Columbia.
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May's allegations were made Wednesday in a 32-page handwritten
motion to suppress government evidence against him in his
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RJ May appears as his'6Wi Tdwyer in court for the first time

. Dismiss Allow
BY ANNA WILDER, AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM

SEP 10, 2025

S.C. state Rep. R.J. May, R-West Columbia, speaks on the House floor. May is currently in jail facing a federal indicted on 10
counts of distributing child sex abuse material,

FILEAJEFFREY COLLINS/AP

COLUMBIA — Former state Rep. RJ May appeared in federal court Sept. 10 to defend
himself against charges associated with distributing child sexual abuse material, for the

first time acting as his own lawyer after dismissing his federal public defenders.

May, 38, is not an attorney but was known in the Statehouse as a firebrand conservative

and the founder of the far-right Freedom Caucus.




At the court hearing, he ﬁle%é) an (;Vgght}%% pages as a part of a motion seeking to

suppress evidenée gathered daviteomi August 2024 federal raid of his home where

electronic devices were Seizegotifications can be turned off anytime from your
: rowset settings.

May, of Lexington County, sat beside his former public defenders, Jenny Smith and Jeremy
Thompson, throughout the entirety of his 3o-minute appea,l"ance. The two attorneys now

serve as standby counsel and can assist him only with procedural matters.

U.S. District Judge Cameron Currie said Smith and Thompson may provide templates to
help him file motions correctly.

Since May is representing himself, he must be transported to review evidence at locations
such as federal Homeland Security offices. When asked how many trips he would need,

Currie told him to assess after his first session.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott Matthews said prosecutors plan to file a motion covering
other evidence of May’s actions, to include “other crimes, wrongs or acts” that are not

admissible to prove character but may be used to show motive or intent.

In a prior detention motion, prosecutors alleged May traveled to South America to meet

prostitutes he contacted using a fake Facebook account.

May, a Republican, faces 10 counts of distributing child sex abuse material. He has pleaded
not guilty. He resigned from the Legislature last month. His trial is expected to begin in

October. He is scheduled to return to court Sept. 17.

Contact Wilder at awilder@postandcourier.com and follow her on X @anna_wilder.

ANNA WILDER
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How former Rep. RJ May is preparing from jail for trial
on charges of sending child sex abuse videos

Skylar Laird A O
Wed, September 10, 2025 at 449 PM EDT
Sminread

Rep. RJ May, R-West Columbia, listens from the back of the House chamber
during an organizational session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 at the Statehouse




in Columbia, SC. (Photo by Mary Ann Chastain/Special to the SC Daily Gazette)

COLUMBIA — Former state Rep. RJ May walked into federal court Wednesday
with a legal motion consisting of 32 pages handwritten on the front and back of
lined papet.

May, a founder of the South Carolina House's ultra-conservative Freedom
Caucus, opted last week to defend himself against charges of distributing
images and videos of children being sexually abused. That means he must
prepare for his October trial from his cell at the Edgefield County jail.

ADVERTISEMENT

ilovepdf_merged

He has remained there without bond since his arrest June 11. He resigned his
House seat last month, amid the federal charges and an ongoing investigation
into his conduct by the House Ethics Committee.

May’s former public defense attorneys are on standby to help answer legal
questions, but they can’t help with the actual content of his case, U.S. District
Judge Cameron McGowan Currie reminded May during a half-hour hearing
Wednesday morning.

May used some of that help in court Wednesday. When prosecutors used legal
jargon to describe how their evidence was numbered, May told the judge his
standby attorneys were explaining the numbering system to him.

" ADVERTISEMENT

He also asked Currie whether he could request a sample motion from an
unrelated case to make sure his own motions were formatted correctly, which
Currie approved.

To build his defense, May will go back and forth between the jail and the Office
of Homeland Security in Columbia — a roughly 75-minute drive each way. The
judge said he could make that trip as often as necessary.



The US. Attorney’s Office has set up a room with a computer displaying all the
evidence against him, and May can bring bagged lunches from the jail to eat
while he goes through it, prosecutor Scott Matthews said Wednesday.

May's first trip to that room followed the hearing.

ADVERTISEMENT

There is a "tremendous amount of data to go through” in May’s case, public
defender Jenny Smith, one of May'’s standby attorneys, said previously. Currie
asked May to get through as much as possible ahead of a hearing on his pre-trial
motions Sept. 24.

May will be able to bring documents back to his jail cell, as long as they don't
contain objectionable images, Currie said. He also has access to a tablet with
the application Fastcase, a legal research system that May called the “poor
man’s Westlaw,” referring to the more expensive legal research website available
on state prisoners’ tablets.

Jailed suspects can also use the tablets to send messages, receive approved
images and emails and make phone calls, according to the Edgefield County
Sheriff's Office. May has told relatives that he can use his tablet to listen to
music or play games if he pays for them, according to messages obtained
through an openrecords request.

May does not yet have access to the list of rules for federal criminal
proceedings, he said, but Currie promised him attorneys would give that to him if
the jail couldn't.

ADVERTISEMENT

May also can't access the online court filing system from jail, meaning he has to
visit the federal courthouse in Columbia each time he wants to file a motion, as
he did Wednesday.

He will come back to court next Wednesday to file any remaining pre-trial
motions and receive prosecutors’ motions, Currie said.




The motion May filed Wednesday asked Currie to throw out a search warrant
used to collect cellphones, laptops, thumb drives and other electronics from his
Lexington County house in August 2024.

While asking for the warrant, Britton Lorenzen, a special agent for Homeland
Security, told a magistrate that investigators were likely to find images or videos
depicting child sexual abuse even though the tip was several months old by that
point because people who collect such images don't usually get rid of them,
according to a sworn statement included with May’s motion.

ADVERTISEMENT

During May’s June detention hearing, Lorenzen said it was "very, very common”
not to find actual images and videos of child sexual abuse on a suspect’s phone
or computer because of how easy it is to save media to the cloud or various

apps.

May argued those statements contradicted each other, suggesting Lorenzen
was lying in her statement to receive the search warrant.

Without that information, May argued, the search warrant was invalid and
anything found on his devices couldn’t be used in court. Lorenzen's assertion
that people who collect child sexual abuse materials was integral to the judge
issuing the warrant, and without it, the judge likely wouldn't have signed off, May
argued. ' '

While investigators didn’t find videos or images on May’s devices, they did find
other evidence linking May's phone and laptop to a messaging account flagged
for sending videos showing children being sexually abused, Lorenzen testified
during his detention hearing. Data on May's phone suggested that he had
repeatedly typed “joebidennnnB9,” the username of the flagged account, and
that the Kik messaging app, along with several other encrypted apps. had been
deleted from the device.

ADVERTISEMENT



Investigators also tracked the IP address used to send the messages back to
May's house and personal phone, investigators said.

A hearing on that motion, along with any others filed in the coming weeks, is
scheduled for Sept. 24,

Four Republicans and one Democrat have filed to replace May in the House. A
primary election is scheduled for Oct. 21, followed by a general election Dec. 23,
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Representative R]. May, R-Lexington, watches as the South Carolina House of Representatives seiects Murreli Smith, R-
Sumter; as speaker on Tuesday, December 3, 2024. Joshua Boucher jboucher@thestate.com

State Rep. R] May, a lawmaker facing a 10-count indictment for distributing child
sexual abuse material, has resigned.

“I have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and constituents to
resign immediately from the South Carolina House of Representatives,” May
wrote in his resignation letter. “It has been an honor to serve the people of
District 88.”

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies o enable essential site functionality, as well as
for analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. Privacy Policy Terms of Service



The SC House Freedom Caucus, which May helped create, called on him to resign
after he was taken into custody.

That group of hard-line conservative lawmakers welcomed the news of May’s
resignation as it has sought to distance itself from the embattled lawmaker.

“R] May’s resignation from the South Carolina House of Representatives is long
overdue,” the Freedom Caucus said in a statement. “The people of District 88

deserve true and honorable representation. While we welcome this resignation,
we strongly believe that the SC House should have acted to expel R] May after he
was indicted for such heinous crimes.”

House Majority Leader Davey Hiott said in a statement May’s resignation should
have happened a year ago, after the raid on May’s house.

Hiott said hopes the House Ethics Committee investigation following the
complaint he filed will continue regardless of the resignation.

“I hope members of the House Freedom Caucus don’t think this will end this
investigation,” Hiott said in a statement. “As reported by the media, and recent
statements made by Mr. May during his jailhouse confessions, they appear to
have uncovered numerous questions over campaign finance irregularities.
Frankly, (Freedom Caucus Chairman Jordan) Pace’s comments today on behalf of
the House Freedom Caucus and his efforts to quell that investigation only raise
further concerns.”

This website utilizes technologies stich as cookies to enable essential site functionality, as well as
for analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. Privacy Policy Terms of Service




May’s letter to the House Speaker was sent Thursday. It was received Monday.

May, who owns a political consulting business, was elected to the Lexington
County seat in 2020.

The race to replace May already is underway.

Brian Duncan, of Lexington County, who mounted a write-in campaign in
October of 2024 in District 88 after federal agents raided May’s house, has been
gearing up to run in a special election expecting the seat to become vacant.

“When the special election occurs in the coming months, I will be ready to
continue the work I began last year meeting with residents, listening to their
concerns, and sharing my vision for a stronger District 88,” Duncan said in a
statement.

This story was originally published August 11, 2025 at 2:00 PM.
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Former Representative RJ May to
represent himself in federal court

Story by WLTX » fw+ 2 min read

L. Former Representative RJ May to represent himself in federal court

Former state Rep. Robert John May, of Lexington, appeared before a
federal court judge this morning in Columbia for a hearing to
determine whether or not May might represent himself during his
upcoming trial,

After conducting a Faretta hearing to ensure that May understood
the significant risks involved with seif-representation, the Honorable
Cameron McGowan Currie granted May's motion to proceed pro se
{on his own behalf), with current defense counsel to serve as stand-
by counsel.
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May is facing a 10-count indictment for distributing child sexual
abuse material that was handed down in June. Court dacuments
state the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children received
a cyber-tip in May 2024 from the social messaging app KiK flagging
several videos from the username "joebidennnn69” as containing
child sexual abuse. Investigators traced the account to May's home [P
address and maobile device and identified at least 10 videos depicting
child sexuai abuse that were shared from the account. Allegedly,
children in the videos were as young as toddler age.

Following the indictment, House Speaker Murrell Smith suspended
May from office. May resigned his seat on August 7. He had
represented House District 88 in Lexington County since 2021,
having been reelected in 2024 after facing no opposition in the
general election.

May faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in federal prison with a
minimum of five years, a fine of $250,000, and a term of at least five
years of supervised release to follow any term of imprisonment.

1000 Thread
Count Cotion-... >
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Jury selection is scheduted to begin on October 8 with May's trial to
begin on October 9.

Before then, there are several court dates set for May to file a motion
of suppression, review discovery, propased stipulations, jury charges,
verdict form, and to file any pretrial motions.
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Judge says RJ May can represent himself in federal

- =
child porn trial
Sep 4, 2025 12:31 PM EDT by ABC, Columbia Staff (https:/fuww.abecolumbia.com/author/abscelumbiasitestafyy

Columbia, S.C. (WOLO)-A former state lawmaker accused of possessing child pornography will serve as his own lawyer.

Officials with the US Attorney’s office say a judge made the decision to allow RJ May to represent himself in federal court Thursday
morning.

According to federal investigators, May faces ten federal charges related to the distribution of more than 200 videos containing child
sexual abuse material,

May, a former Republican representative from Lexington County, resigned from office in August.

Jury selection in his trial will begin on october 8th.

Categories: Lexington (hiips:/fwww.abecolumbia.com/categoryinews/local-news/lexingtonf), Local News

{biips:iwww.abccolumbia.comfcategory/newsflocal-newsf), News (hitps:iiwww.abeeoluinbia.com/categoryinewss), Politics
(hitps:/mww.abceolumbia,com/calegory/news/politics!), Richland (hitps:iwww.abccolumbia.comicategoryinewsfiocal-news/richiand/)

Related Posts

(ntips:/hwwaw.abccolumbia.com/2025/09/17/otany {attps:fwww.abccolumbia com/2025/09/16/malia (https:www.abcolumbia,com/2025/09/16/lcsd-
:man charged-in-fatal-apariment-compiex- voler-regisiration-day-how-to-register-for-ses- . armed-robbery-suspect-found-eating-ice-
gh_o:_mngﬂ . upcoming-municipal-electians/) ? cream/)

Orangeburg man charged ir  National Voter ~ LCSD: Armed robbery susp:
- shooting ; Registration Day ~- how to = cream
(https:/lwww.abccolumbia.c register for SC's - (https://iwww.abccolumbia.c
“man-charged-in-fatal-apartn upcoming municipal armed-robbery-suspect-fout
3‘ ~ elections s - cream/)

Around The Web G

Hid&en Cause i’ound verful CBD Gummies

and Memory Laoss Lin Relief (Finally
Simple Thing M




Neurocept
{hftps:/lsmeagol.revcontent.com.
c¢PURYBe7.J0wnurvAMOSgyOM¢
Z_fYdXuEWYBmteNUVCbRgBIL¢
zgJszxYPugeBelimxH6aSTL5m!
_8UY6eZBgBnSVisXIlUugiUg5fSt
RJ8HbezET4JWFRYKoSgy3wotC
mSpaunydCqlHaJ3USKeXf283¢
cOLXmONuNkR2le-ifTo-Gni-
RHeE-
eutZa2udoY2etlxQdK2tAL TSy Q2]
SDR5WAs8JQS5el ZFtdSMMTm2
LX98pwQ-
2AulAaAFVKTFYITCh3wYrSQdi
UYudnubdO4QQHTWIBNDASDTE
6MOdBWKvWdggi7WiQKzFm_N
p=GgFDMOaqq8YGOIQ4YTI3NJZ

Mystery Solved: Dementia Linked
{o This Everyday Habit. Do You Do
it7

BrainDefender
(https:/ismeagol.revcontent.com,
gwEZ6agB29bVTcUZeXsGy8Pni»
txJxZaSlra-
0xB0dysodidmwe4Wgpol0Xokéb
NPrQ1cvuJFTGOdIdjubHoQSbdc
AtikO_gxEkeaGVtatloYvvCzywA
2z XTYFZAH3 eeE6yMDZzw.Inw
xaha3riRyHI3H4bnOmMOx4UIVKCH
_XcTABMSY4zK8LhbgntuTyBFLy
2203LGJGNgpncukBhrGe2YXxxL
p=GgFDMOaqgqB8YGOIQ4YTI3IN]Z

Uncaover Why Cat Lovers in
Knoxville Can't Get Enough of

This Lamp N

Ribil
{https:/lsmeagol.revcontent.cam.
DgF38te392LubmwT3QVhGhzCQ
82izD77k1jZqu2-ngBDxXcxw-
EQOI-¢}a7z26D5Falz_m-
sArqz5JnknabilCf07vDkFzu-
Y86RQUNSK7HAFXMQpOIRHMm
E6eGWcWxOdwIeN3-
g_gqvT_ciADMwSLtJ3jBJtHgLNzZL
agkX9vIvsMRHfd69DZz6ukRujv i

(https:/f'smeagol.revcontent.com
SvvwqwilC_JecupQirOHPWEQTI
whLEroCU4EcPPWCGIGN8dusCt
YCtY2T8W3MBddhch1EBESGUy!
pZLhE7OVxiNa7jMZKiZ8zzt-

vWGIMuX0wfzHO2u0b8NzuHSIBG
850xucAlLIDrCly 2xDrQRYhkQS
wObgbYie5KbuKDzNpu5p0docV
p=GgFDMOaqq8YGOIQ4YTI3NZ

Dementia Has Been Linked to a
Common Habil. Do You Do 1t? 8K

Health Guide
{hitps:/ismeagol.revcontent.com
hyvo1fKPCaZeQmXNpYcxGXGI0
fV2YyeFKQMCXOmXIIKih-
jCsBjQsVBY9speWSEXbEfigHA
OwKz9wSbeohtnT-
luicall Ged8v9lqqp6rOty JATQSIN
MOGdOpM7xDiaSzR3CpyctMDW
JFPWsfoUBSHSASTMPQ4bjdqgMyt
QWth-QGfw3L-J17jtG1-
zleUyw54T44E1dEhKHIMHN_MSF
IhCcKmtmJBWo36xLkdPcTEOhY
PIOX{ETFelUmWrt-
6UYyMG20e_d_WX6sMYFwaCyV
HCXgB316mi8ppuma3tUiBnmide
Vbihk4mDxDzGMR46R9sC62k59
XoUk_qOZLMiuQ?
=GgFDMOaqq8YGOIQ4YTIANIZ

WellnessGulde
{https:lismeagol.reveontent.com.
Nmpgou8Losu5PXIw272DGtNall
e1CFixsh_fm_yCBEuSjlhogH11:
NaSxtAIAOZfoYIE7BU049sCitdv{
IWIDDONGWIHPpf26vsY2X9J61ul
j8JF7JCRd3achidvZmhNhoP32¢
aJPJvalDo3h0o9dRim2Fid4Glk-
z3BLFa2wM5ZsAZHqjU4UUBVTE
RWvGMIkGqQUeTjLA4.J4P8pEIRY.
p=GgFDMOaggBYGOIQ4YTI3N]Z

I
Cardiologists: 1/2 Gup Before Bed
Burns Belly Fat Like Crazyt Try
This Recipe] B¢

Heatth Headlines
{https:ismeagol.revcontent.com.
baPDRcyHesMXYcET-

uly KFwwFLZEVasGeX4viowdnd
edimboHsdAfCksFIQZjl-
IbOzKzQJaauXGAAWLBCWtdga:
9JwRnBaloMSyRDUX3IMoeQjdQ!
OUCFgwmlL3dgdWihdSyNQ5n77
6FShiwlloZ3eysbG-
vi0IBwaqQ-03B-
AxfELi3IrCOAyeiUHcem583_5ma¢
QuibvvrvKpdG1TbXIM4HbfAnvOS
mbeN7nBaesDzrhvASnZhdFz4Ue
2vS8CD20GN_BXrWetMFS]iyNR
p=GgFDMOaqqBYGQIQ4YTIIN|Z

Pura CBD
(hitps:/ismeagol.revcontent.com.
aAJKLVvOvOYVBT9Ybkj-

7. yOfANF2HWbqMPGDECHQ8sy
aed_nAhOgimqym05XUSMLgC{
U45uAtsHWSWBoeFaKpHURIWG
p=GgFDMOQaqq8YGOIQ4YTI3NjZ

Celebrate 250 Years of America
With The Patriot Capl M

Eunfany
(https:flsmeagol.revcontent.com
dBMVn7UT2ct3aWSVxIFrQv-
IRL32ZMVMIj856sY8ILofUXBPqC(
LwOMOw40KojQknwZwDsal-
Bd7l-
zadbB6jym1BhCDei1EWSVds2m]
HiwdDkrmnmMcjsAZkUEKRCme
ITg5VmOAcefrCgoby6bWFeda-
0xAOJLLI7AfAMEPZP2CiBhshRP:
TtOEGI2blaBusZyHOTNi_80-
mM7g7oNdsl-
BwNolYgmDWnFYX5350fDdADC
MNnz_iEpR_LxaX.J_mOXWfgn¥X
Ee7MoNATi4mQPqOnedTSJN3TS
p=GgFBMOaqq8YGOIQ4YTISN]Z



Q. Search the web %

s .
E\DEScover Foltowing ) Mews Local  Science  Tech Personalize

Knosville @ 71°F

Get the top stories in your email

Sign up Ter the MSN newsletier

The State Columbia, SC 18.1K Foilowers

G

Who wants to finish RJ May's §C
House term? Here's who filed in
Lexington County

Story by Joseph Bustos « 1w+ 2 min read

L Former state Rep. RJ. May, R-Lexington, resigned fram his seat in August. Five people filed
to complete his term.

Five hopefuls filed by Saturday's deadline to complete former state
Rep. Ri May's unfinished term in the Lexington County district.

Four Republicans and one Democrat jumped into the race, ensuring
a competitive contest in the Dec. 23 special election. However,
because the district is heavily Republican, whoever wins the Oct. 21
GOP primary will be the overwhelming favorite to win the seat,
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President Donald Trump received 67% of the vote in the district in
the November 2024 election.
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May resigned from his seat in August after he was indicted on 10
counts of distributing child sexual abuse material.

The District 88 Republican field to replace May includes Brian
Duncan, Lorelei Graye, John Lastinger and Darren E. Rogers Sr.

Duncan, who ran for the seat in 2020, faunched a write-campaign in
Octaber 2024 against May when questions surrounded the then-
state representative after his house was searched by federal law
enforcement. More than 1,100 people wrote-in a pame in
November's District 88 election.

Graye, who founded Leodoran Financial, lost to May in the June 2024
primary.

Lastinger, a pastor at The Edge Church, ran for the seat in 2020, but
lost in the primary.

Rogers serves on the Lexington County Mental Health Board.

Joseph "Chuck” Hightower, a retired Army colonel, is the only person
who filed for the Democratic homination and is set to appear on the
Dec. 23 ballot.

Early voting ahead of the Oct. 21 primary will be from Oct. 6-17.

If no Republican receives a majority of the votes in the primary, a
runoff election will take place Nov. 4, with early voting from Oct. 29-
31

Early voting for the special election will take place Dec. 8-19.
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Jailhouse texts show accused child porn distributor
R} May worries, will fight

By John Monk
Updated August 18, 2025 2:39 PM




Representative R . May, R-Lexington, watches as the South Carolina House of Representatives selects Murrell Smith, R-
Sumter, as speaker on Tuesday, December 3, 2024, Jjoshua Boucher jboucher@thestate.com

Jailhouse texts from accused child sex abuser and former SC lawmaker Robert
“RJ” May III show a Bible-quoting man with numerous woes — about money,
about getting a lawyer, about legal strategy, and about what people think of him,

“I'd never hurt your kids or mine,” May, 38, a married father of two young
children, told one unidentified person he texted June 25, a day after he was given
a taxpayer-funded lawyer by U.S. Magistrate Judge Shiva Hodges.
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May to represent himself in
federal trial over child sexual abuse material

A former South Carolina state lawmaker has elected to represent himself in his upcoming federal trial.

By WIS News 10 Staff
Published: Sep. 4, 2025 at 11:10 AM EDT | Updated: Sep. 4, 2025 at 11:13 AM EDT
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RJ May appeared in federal court on Thursday for a status hearing, where his request to seif-
represent was granted. His trial is still scheduled to begin in October.

May, a Republican who represented the Lexington area, was indicted on 10 federal counts of
distributing child sexual abuse material. He resigned from the South Carolina House of
Representatives on Aug. 7, nearly two months after his arrest and suspension from the chamber.

MORE COVERAGE

SC Rep. R} May resigns amid federal child sex abuse material case

Oklahoma nurse accused of exchanging child sexual abuse material with SC Rep. R] May

SC House Ethics Committee opens investigation into state representative

SC Rep. RJ May granted public defender in federal child sex abuse material case

‘Horrific”: Gov. McMaster comments on allegations against SC Rep. R} May

SC Rep. RJ May indicted on federal child sex abuse material charges, to remain detained

Allegations against May include sending and receiving over 250 videos containing child sex abuse
using the social messaging app Kik under the username "joebidennnn69.”

May was informed during Thursday's hearing that he will have standby counsel with his current
attorneys, only being able to sit in the row behind him for jury selection and the trial. His request for
hybrid counsel, meaning the attorneys will be allowed to sit at the table beside him, was denied.

A judge also noted that any pretrial filings would need to be completed by May from his jail cell.

May's defense previously asked the court not to allow an August 2024 search warrant at his home to
be presented as evidence. A judge will hear that motion at a pretrial conference scheduled for Sept.
24.
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May's charges carry a maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a minimum of five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine. He is being held at the Edgefield County Detention Center,

BACKGROUND ON ALLEGATIONS

An unsealed memo states Kik compiled data from May's alleged account in July 2024, with content
containing 265 videos depicting child sexual abuse material. The data also showed May's account
allegedly sent or received nearly 1,150 messages with other Kik users, with some discussing trading
child sexual abuse material.

Kik's data also included IP addresses from each message that was sent, with May's account being
used at his home's Wi-Fi network 958 times.

“Agents confirmed during surveillance of the residence, and again during the search of the
residence. that the Wi-Fi at the May residence was password protected,” an indictment read in patrt.
“Thus, for the CSAM activity on Kik to have been conducted by someone other than May, that
person would have had to know the Wi-Fi password.”

Activity on the account was also accessed via a virtual private network as well as a Verizon Wireless
account, per documents.

Documents also state that a forensic analysis of May's phone showed he deleted Kik as well as other
apps Telegram, Mega and Loki Messenger, within seconds of each other in April 2024. It also showed
May allegedly used Kik to discuss the use of Telegram and Messenger, which prosecutors noted
"both of which are applications that have frequently been used by individuals engaged in CSAM
activity due to their encryption and foreign ownership.”

The memo states May’s Mega account was registered to the name “Eric Rentling,” which was an alias
he allegedly used to create a Facebook account in that name. Investigators found the photo
associated with the Facebook account "appears to be a picture of the back of May's head.”

Investigators also found the Eric Rentling account had conversations in Spanish with women from
Colombia that “consisted largely of arranging ‘meet up’ dates, time, price negotiations, and rules
regarding the videoing of sexual encounters, all of which are indicative of sex work.” May would also

it
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The memo further states May's activity on Kik revealed “he has a sexual interest in children the same
age as his own children” and that he has "a sexual interest in incest” between young children and
their parents.

"May engaged in this behavior on his cell phone and from his own home on multiple occasions,
presumably without his wife's knowledge,” the memo reads. “If he can hide this criminal activity from
the person he shares a bedroom with, then he can easily hide it from any court enforcement
mechanism. Furthermore, there is evidence that he has recently traveled to South America to engage
in commercial sex, again presumably without his wife's knowledge that he ever even left the country.
Thus, he is very likely to be able to evade detection by court enforcement of release conditions.”

The court filing was a request from the U.S. Attorney's Office, asking for more time with the evidence
investigators seized, which was permitted. In it, the federal government said it had expected to
criminally indict May by March of this year, though it was unclear at that time what charges were
expected to be brought against him or the scope and nature of the investigation.

This is a developing story. Stay with WIS News 10 for updates.

Feel more informed, prepared, and connected with WIS. For more free content like this, subscribe to our
email newsletter, and download our apps. Have feedback that can help us improve? Click here.

Copyright 2025 WIS. All rights reserved.
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May files
handwritten motion to suppress
evidence ahead of child sex abuse
material trial

Story by Marley Bassett « 6d » 1 min read

L. seuth Carolina Rep. /) May, R-West Columbia, speaks in favor of an education voucher bill
on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/leffrey Collins (AP
Phota/Jeffrey Collins)
© AP

COLUMBIA, 5.C, (WIS) - Farmer South Carolina state Rep. R) May
filed a handwritten motion on Wednesday, the first since he was
granted a request to represent himself in his federal trial.

May, who faces a 10-count indictment related to child sexual abuse
material, filed a request to “suppress items seized during a search of

Fevdback




his home on Aug, 5, 2024."

Folding :
Mattress, 3", 4"... D

hedbathandbeyend.com

During the seizure, 35 devices were stolen by Homeland Security
agents, including multiple hard drives and cellphones, a tablet and a
laptop, among other electronics.

According 1o his request, May said that there was no evidence of
child sexual abuse material found on any of the devices seized, which
Homeland Security agent Brittany Lorenzen testified to during his
June 12 detention hearing.

May is also requesting a hearing from the court, alleging that there
was "government misconduct in procuring the issuance of a search
warrant.” He is also asking that the court require Lorenzen to testify if
he is granted the hearing.

A pretrial conference for May is scheduled for later this month, with
his trial slated to begin in October.

The handwritten portion of May's filing can be read below:

This is a developing story. Stay tuned to WIS for the latest
details.

Feel more informed, prepared, and connected with WIS, For more
free content like this, subscribe to our email newsletier, and
download our apps. Have feedback that can help us improve? Click
here.
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Status hearing scheduled for
former South Carolina GOP
lawmaker accused in child sex
abuse material investigation

Story by Tim Renaud « fw+ 2 min read

L status heating schectuled for former South Casolina GOP [awmaker accused in child sex
abuse material investigation

COLUMBIA, 5.C. (WCBD) — Former South Carclina State
Representative R} May is expected to appear in a Columbia
courtroom on Friday morning.

The disgraced Republican lawmaker resigned from the State House in
August after he was indicted in June on 10 federal counts related to
child sexual abuse material.
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Prosecutors said the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children received a cyber tip that flagged several videos shared from
an account named “joebidennnn69,” which were traced to May.

May, 38, was taken into custody on June 11 in Lexington County
following a more than one-year-long investigation into alleged child
sexual exploitation crimes.

A motion filed by federal prosecutors states that May used Kik to
participate in “multiple group chats dedicated to the trading of child
pornography,” distributing approximately 220 different videos about
479 times over five days in early April, including instances where the
same video was shared multiple times,

)

May had represented District 88 in the South Caralina House since
2021 and had previously served as vice chair of the hard-line
conservative South Carolina Freedom Caucus.

PREVIOLIS: Suspended state Rep. Rl May resigns after indictment in
federal sex crimes case

His bond was denied in June, and he remains behind bars. Thursday's
hearing is a status of counsel hearing requested by May and his
defense team to discuss how to move forward with the case.

The hearing is scheduled for 10 a.m. at the U.S, District Courthouse in
Columbia. His trial for the child sex abuse material charges is set to
begin with jury selection on October 8.

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed,

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to
WCBD News 2.

Sponsored Content
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https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/rj-may-trial-child-pornography-charges/article_c8bogg75-4475-4cd1-
94f7-7386608cgesa.html

Former SC state Rep. RJ May to represent himself in trial on
child pornography charges

BY ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM
SEP 4, 2025

S.C. state Rep. R.J. May, R-West Columbia, speaks on the House floor. May is currently in jail facing a federal indicted on 10
counts of distributing child sex abuse material and will represent himself during a federal court trial.
FILE/JEFFREY COLLINS/AP

COLUMBIA — Former state Rep. RJ May will act as his own lawyer in his federal court

trial where he faces 10 counts of distributing child sex abuse material.

May made the decision to represent himself during a status hearing Sept. 4. He had been
with his assigned federal public defender, Jenny Smith, and co-counsel, Jeremy

Thompson, when he made his decision to cut them loose.
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Former South Carolina lawmalcer
R.J. May to represent himself in
federal court

Story by Caroline Yaffa « tw+ 1 min read

L Former South Carolina lawmaker RJ. May to represent himself in federal court

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WSPA) — Former state Representative Robert John
(R.J) May 1ll was permitted by a federal judge on Thursday to
represent himself in trial in federal court next month.

May was federally indicted on 10 counts of child sexual abuse
material, Investigators said they connected him ta an account sharing
child sexual abuse material through an app called "Kik."

Feedlyack




The app flagged several videos from an account called “Joe
Bidennnn68.” Agents said they tracked that activity to May's home
internet and cell phone,

May resigned last month from the House of Representatives and said
the decision "is in the best interest of his family and constituents.”

Applied Clinical
Psych Progra... >

therhicagosrhaniedn

RJ May Resignation LetterDownload
He was assigned Federa! Public Defender Jenny Smith and Co-
Counsel Jeremy Thompson, but as of Thursday, he will be solo.

As of now, May's trial is scheduled to begin with jury selection on
October 8.

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to
WCBD News 2.
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Suspended state Rep. RJ May resigns after indictment
in federal sex crimes case

Sophie Brams : [ O3
Mon, August 1, 2025 at 138 PM EDT
3 min read

COLUMBIA, SC. (WCBD) - A Republican state lawmaker accused of using a
social messaging app to distribute child sexual abuse material has resigned from
the South Carolina House.

RJ May, who was indicted on 10 counts by a federal grand jury in June, informed
House Speaker Murrell Smith of his decision in an Aug. 7 letter.




“I have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and constituents to
resigh immediately from the South Carolina House of Representatives,” he
wrote.

ADVERTISEMENT

May was taken into custody on June 11 following a more than one-year-long
investigation into alleged child sexual exploitation crimes. He remains behind
bars in Lexington County.

The speaker’s office confirmed the day after May’s arrest that he was
suspended without pay.

The West Columbia lawmaker has represented District 88 since 2021 and helped
form the hardline conservative South Carolina Freedom Caucus. He also
founded lvory Tusk Consulting, a political consulting and public relations firm
specializing in services for Republicans.

The Freedom Caucus called May’s resignation “long overdue” in a statement
released Monday afternoon.

ADVERTISEMENT

"While we welcome this resignation, we strongly believe that the SC House
should have acted to expel RJ May after he was indicted for such heinous
crimes,” the statement continued. “Our hearts are with his victims and innocent
family and we pray for swift justice as this ugly chapter in the South Carolina
House of Representatives comes to a close.”

The process to remove May from the chamber was set in motion in mid-June
when House Majority Leader Davey Hiott (R-Pickens) filed a complaint with the
House Ethics Committee to investigate “not only Mr. May, but his business
dealings with other members of the State House of Representatives.”

In a Monday statement, Hiott called for the ethics committee to continue with
its investigation.



“I'hope the House Ethics Committee will follow its process through to
conclusion, regardless of his resignation,” the statement read, in part.

ADVERTISEMENT

Formally expelling him would have required a two-thirds vote once the ethics
investigation had concluded.

May's resignation sets up the potential for a special election to fill the District 88
seat this winter, according to the South Carolina Election Commission.

A spokesperson said the commission had not yet received official notice from
May or the House regarding a vacancy, but outlined a projected timeline for the
special election:

Filing period: August 29- September 6

Primary election: October 21

Runoff, if needed: November 4

Special election: December 23
The allegations

Prosecutors said the investigation began in April 2024 after the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children received a cyber-tip from the social
messaging app Kik, which had flagged several videos depicting child sexual
abuse shared from the user “joebidennnn69”

ADVERTISEMENT

At least 10 videos were shared from the account, which was later traced to
May's West Columbia home IP address and mobile device.

Agents with Homeland Security Investigations seized nearly three dozen
electronic devices belonging to May last August as part of the ongoing criminal




investigation, according to a federal court filing. Those included laptops, cell
phones, hard drives, and other devices.

A motion filed by federal prosecutors states that May used Kik to participate in
"multiple group chats dedicated to the trading of child pornography,” distributing
approximately 220 different videos about 479 times over five days in early April,
including instances where the same video was shared multiple times.

The document contains graphic details about the contents of the videos and
states that May's activity on the app “reveals he has sexual interest in children
the same age as his own [two] children” and a “sexual interest in incest” between
parents and children.

ADVERTISEMENT

This story is breaking and may be updated.

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media, inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to WCBD News
2.
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Suspended state Rep. R} May allegedly sent child
porn to Oklahoma nurse, Feds say

By Joseph Bustos
August 6, 2025 10:28 AM

Representative RJ. May, R-Lexington, watches as the South Carolina House of Representd
speaker on Tuesday, Decernber 3, 2024, Joshua Boucher jboucher@thestate,com
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Christian Soto, of Oklahoma City, who was horn in 1990, is charged with receiving

child pornography, possession of child porn and a prohibited person in possession of
ammunition.

TOP VIDEOS

According to federal court filings, May and Soto communicated on the social media
app Kik to exchange videos. May used his alleged username JoeBidennnn69 to share
videos with Soto, who had the username “randomcouplehere” on April 3, 2024, a day
when the state House of Representatives was on furlough, the court records show.

The two sent messages to each other asking for specific tyg
sexual abuse of children, court documents say. Four of the
from 21 seconds to 1 minute and 36 seconds.

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies lo enable essential site functionality, as well as for analytics, personalization,
and largeled advertising. Privacy Policy Terms of Service



May, a driving force behind the creation of the South Carolina House Freedom
Caucus and who has been charged with 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse
materials, is being held without bond at the Edgefield County jail pending trial,

An ethics complaint also has been filed against the Lexington County Republican as
part of a process to potentially remove him from office.

Want to see more content like this? & &3

Joseph Bustos  The State 3 . 803-771-8450

Joseph Bustos is a state government and politics reporter at The State. He's a Northwesterr: University graduate and previously
worked in Filinols covering government and politics. He has won reporting awards in both Hlinois and Missourl. He rroved to
South Carolina in November 2019 and won the Jim Bavenport Award for Excellence in Government Reporting for his work in
2022, Suppaort my work with a digital subscription
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5.C. ex-lawmaker to represent
himself in federal child porn irial

Story by Staffs Tw+ 2 minread

®

l.. Federal filing; Criminal indictment expected against Lavington County lawmaker, 35
devices seired
© wis-tv

COLUMBIA, S.C. ~ A former South Carolina state lawmaker has
elected to represent himself in his upcoming federal trial.

R) May appeared in federal court on Thursday for a status hearing,
where his request to self-represent was granted. His trial is still
scheduled to begin in October.
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May, a Republican who represented the Lexington area, was indicted
on 10 federal counts of distributing child sexual abuse material. He
resigned from the South Carolina House of Representatives on Aug.
7, nearly two months after his arrest and suspension from the
chamber.

Allegations against May include sending and receiving over 250
videos containing child sex abuse using the social messaging app Kik
under the username “joebidennnn69.”

May was informed during Thursday's hearing that he will hava
standby counset with his current attornays, only being able to sitin
the row behind him for jury selection and the trial. His request for
hybrid counsel, meaning the attorneys will be allowed to sit at the
table beside him, was denied.

A judge also noted that any pretrial filings would need to be
completed by May from his jail cell.

May's defense previously asked the court not to allow an August
2024 search warrant at his home to be presented as evidence. A
judge will hear that motion at a pretrial conference scheduled for
Sept. 24.

Falding
Matiress, 3", 4"... )

bedbathandbeyond.com

The South Carolina House Ethics Committee has also since launched
an investigation into May for potential misuse of office and alleged
conduct unbecoming of a member.

May's charges carry a maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a
minimurm of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. He is being held
at the Edgefield County Detention Center.
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SC Rep. RJ May resigns amid federal child sex

abuse material case
Updated: Aug. 11, 2025 at 12:00 PM EDT
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Suspended South Carolina state Rep. RJ May has resigned nearly two months after receiving a federal indictment
related to child sexial abiise material.




Cancer Care Close to Home: Inside SCOA’s

Cancer Care Center
Updated: 2 hours ago
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First Alert News Center
Updated: 4 hours ago

FIRST ALERT: Traffic slowed after crash on 5,
1-77
Updated: 18 hours ago

Traffic was slowed along part of Interstate 77 on Tuesday after a
crash.

Shane Beamer addresses Gamecocks' QB
situation as Sellers' status remains
uncertain

Updated: 18 hours ago

South Carolina head coach Shane Beamer addressed the team's
quarterback situation as it's unclear if LaNorris Sellers will play
Saturday vs. Missouri.
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May resigns from Stateh
child sex crime charges

Story by Rob Jones » Tmo « 1 min read

A State Representative has resigned amid allegations of child sex
crimes. Lexington Republican RJ May has officially resigned two
months after being arrested for distributing child sex abuse material.

May was suspended from his duties after the State House Ethics
Committee opened an investigation following the arrest. The
resignation comes a week after an Oklahoma man was indicted on
federal charges for allegedly exchanging child sex abuse material
with May.

The charges May is facing carry a max sentence of 20 years, he's due
back in court later this month.

Feedback







. Q. Search the web

€ usaTopay

South Carolina lawmaler resigns
after arrest on child sex abuse
material charges

Story by Fernando Cervantes Jr, USATODAY « Tmo « 2 min read

L Headshotof Ry May who resigned from the South Carolina House of Representatives.
© Courtesy of the South Carolina House of Representatives

A state lawmaker in South Carolina resigned from his seat months
after being arrested for alleged distribution of child sexual abuse
material, the state's House speaker announced on Aug. 11.

RJ May, a 38-year-old Republican state representative and former
South Carolina House Freedom Caucus strategist, was accused of
using the screen name "joebidennnn69” on the social media network
Kik to exchange 220 different files of toddiers and young children.

“I have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and
constituents to resign immediately from the South Carolina House of
Representatives,” reads a resignation letter sent from May to the
state's House Speaker Murrell Smith and obtained by iocal media
outlets, including the Post and Courier and South Carolina Daily
Gazette.
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Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox
each morning.

In a statement, the South Carolina House Freedom Caucus, which
May helped found, said the resignation is “long overdue.”

“The peoptle of District 88 deserve true and honorable
representation,” the statement said.

According to court records obtained by USA TODAY, May exchanged
the explicit files across five days in spring 2024. The records say the
files were uploaded and downloaded on May's home Wi-Fi network
and on his cellphone.

In a June press release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office, officials said
May faces a maximum sentence of 20 years in federal prison, a fine
of $250,000 and five years of probation, May is being held at the
Edgefield County jail, awaiting the start of his trial.

May's legal representation did not immediately respond to USA
TCDAY's request for comment on Aug. 12.

Fernando Cervantes Jr. is a trending news reporter for USA TODAY.
Reach him at fernando.cervantes@gannett.com and follow him on X
@fern_cerv..

This article originally appeared on USA TODAY: South Carofina
lawmaker resigns after arrest on child sex abuse material charges
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Representative R.J. May, R-Lexington, watches as the South Carolina House of Representatives selects Murrell Smith, R-
Swuimter, as speaker on Tuesday, December 3, 2024, joshua Boucher jboucher@thestate.com

Only have a minute? Listen instead ) (7 10x
Powered by Trinity Audio

00:00 01:44

Suspended state Rep. R] May shared videos of child sexual abuse material with a
nurse in Oklahoma who is now facing his own federal charges, according to court

u

documents.

Christian Soto, of Oklahoma City, who was 1
child pornography, possession of child porr
possession of ammunition.

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies o enable essential site functionality, as well as
for analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. Privacy Policy Terms of Service



Actording to federal court filings, May and Soto communicated on the social
media app Kik to exchange videos. May used his alleged username
JoeBidennnn69 to share videos with Soto, who had the username
“randomcouplehere” on April 3, 2024, a day when the state House of
Representatives was on furlough, the court records show.

The two sent messages to each other asking for specific types of graphic videos
sexual abuse of children, court documents say. Four of the videos range in length
from 21 seconds to 1 minute and 36 seconds.

“Joebidennnn69” sent more than 50 files to “randomcouplehere” during their

April 3, 2024 conversation, court documents sav.

u

The app Kik initially flagged the videos as ¢
agents were able to trace the user name to !
Soto is being held by U.S. Marshals pending

This website utilizes technologies such as cookies 1o enable essential site functionality, as well as
for analytics, personalization, and targeted advertising. Privacy Policy Terms of Service




An ethics complaint also has been filed against the Lexington County Republican
as part of a process to potentially remove him from office.
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Joseph Bustos is a state government and politics reporter at The State. He's a Northwestern University graduate and
previously worked in Hlinois covering government and politics. He has won reporting awards in both Illinois and Missouri.
He moved to South Carolina in November 2019 and won the Jim Davenport Award for Excellence in Government Reporting
for his work in 2022, Support my work with a digital subscription
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South Carolina lawmaker awaiting trial on child sex
abuse material charges resigns from office

JEFFREY COLLINS L;J O 349
Mon, August 11, 2025 at 158 PM EDT
2minread

FILE - South Carolina Rep. RJ May, R-West Columbia, walks down the aisle of the House, Tuesday,
March 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. (AP PhotolJeffrey Coliins, File)

COLUMBIA, SC. (AP} — A South Carolina Republican lawmaker in jail awaiting
trial on charges he distributed sexual abuse material involving children has
resigned his seat in the state House.




RJ May's resignation letter was dated Thursday but didn't arrive at the offices of
House leadership until Monday morning.

May wrote that “it is in the best interests of my family and constituents to resign
immediately” It does not mention the 10 charges he faces or the more than a
decade in prison that prosecutors have suggested May could face if convicted.

ADVERTISEMENT

The return address on the letter was May's Lexington post office box. He is
currently being held at the Edgefield County jail without bond as he awaits trial
as soon as next month.

May's federal public defender did not respond to an email Monday.

The three-term Republican is accused of using the screen name
“joebidennnnB9” to exchange 220 different files of toddlers and young children
involved in sex acts on the Kik social media network for about five days in spring
2024, according to court documents that graphicaily detailed the videos.

The files were uploaded and downloaded using May’s home Wi-Fi network and
his cellphone, prosecutors said. Some were hidden by the use of a private
network but others were directly linked to his internet addresses.

ADVERTISEMENT

At his arraignment, May's lawyer suggested someone could have used the Wi-Fi
password that was shown on a board behind a photo May's wife may have
posted online.

Each of the 10 charges carries a five-to-20-year prison sentence upon
conviction.

Calls for May's resignation were nearly unanimous in the South Carolina House,
including members who were most closely aligned with May as he helped found
the Freedom Caucus of the chamber's most conservative members. The House



Ethics Committee last month started an investigation that appeared to be the
first step in trying to kick May out of the House,

May worked as a political consultant. He was elected in 2020 and in his five years
in the House upset many mainstream Republicans as he continued to run
campaigns for people looking to knock out incumbents in GOP primaries.

The timing of May's resignation should allow his replacement to be chosen in a
special election before the 2026 General Assembly session starts in January.

(O View comments (349)
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SC legislator accused of distributing videos of child
sexual abuse resigns House seat

Skylar Laird [2 O s
Mon, August 11, 2025 at 154 PM EDT
4 minread

Rep. RJ May, RWest Columbia, pictured Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, resighed his
House seat following charges of distributing child sexual abuse material. (Photo




by Mary Ann Chastain/Special to the SC Daily Gazette)

COLUMBIA — Rep. RJ May has resigned his House seat two months after his
arrest on charges of distributing child sexual abuse material, according to a
letter the House Speaker’s Office received Monday.

The West Columbia Republican, who remains in jail without bond, has been
suspended from the House without pay since his June arrest, as per state law
for any public official indicted on a felony. He was also the subject of a House
Ethics Commission investigation, which would have been the first step toward
expelling him from the House.

ADVERTISEMENT

" have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and constituents to
resign immediately from the South Carolina House of Representatives,” May
wrote in his letter, dated Thursday. "Please accept this letter as my formal
resignation from the South Carolina House of Representatives.”

copier@scstatehouse.gov_20250811_115531

"It has been an honor to serve the people of District 88, the three-sentence
letter concluded.

As required by law, the election for May's seat is expected to take place Dec. 23,
three weeks before the 2026 legislative session begins. Filing would open Aug.
28, with a primary election taking place Oct. 21, according to the State Election
Commission.

ADVERTISEMENT

The office of House Speaker Murrell Smith must still officially set the dates.

House Majority Leader Davey Hiott, R-Pickens, said he's unsure whether the
ethics complaint he had filed will end with May’s resignation, but he hopes it will
expand to include May's consulting work.



As owner of lvory Tusk Consulting, May ran campaigns for GOP candidates who
aligned with his own hardline conservatism. Payments from some of those
clients, including members of the Freedom Caucus, continued until at least this
spring, according to public campaign disclosures.

‘I hope members of the House Freedom Caucus don’t think this will end this
investigation,” Hiott said in a statement.

ADVERTISEMENT

Rep. Jordan Pace, a Goose Creek Republican and Freedom Caucus chairman,
said he welcomed May's resignation and had hoped the House would have
already expelled him. May was a founding member of the ultra-conservative
Freedom Caucus that's publicly battled with the chamber's majority GOP
caucus and acted as its de facto spokesman until the investigation into him
became public last summer.

“Our hearts are with his victims and his innocent family, and we pray for swift
justice as this ugly chapter in the South Carolina House of Representatives
comes to a close,” the Freedom Caucus said in a statement.

- Oklahoma man charged with receiving child sexual abuse material from Rep.
- RIMay

The investigation into May began in April 2024, when social messaging app Kik
notified a federal nonprofit that videos involving child sexual abuse had been
sent from an account called “joebidennnngg.”

Federal investigators tracked the account, which had saved 220 different
videos and images depicting child sexual abuse, to May’s house and cellphone,
prosecutors said during a June detention hearing.

ADVERTISEMENT

An attorney for May argued that someone had hacked into his accounts and
targeted the 38-year-old father of two for political reasons.




During the investigation, May continued showing up to session every day, though
he stayed quiet instead of participating in debates. He continued to vote
alongside the Freedom Caucus, though he hadn’t been a member since news
broke that investigators had seized his computers in August.

May is scheduled to appear in federal court Aug. 20 for a pre-trial hearing. Jury
selection for his trial is scheduled to begin Sept. 10, according to court filings.
But his attorney asked Monday for a delay.

May was re-elected last year without opposition.

ADVERTISEMENT

Brian Duncan, a Republican who launched a write-in campaign last October —
after early voting had already begun — will run to fill the seat, he saidin a
statement Monday. It's unclear how many votes Duncan received on November
ballots, since votes for candidates written in aren’t reported by name on the
state Election Commission's online results.

However, there were 1104 write-in votes for the Lexington County seat,
compared to 13,020 cast for May.

Duncan, who owns a security company called Security Pro, ran for the same
seat during the 2020 primary election, placing fourth among five candidates.

“Today's resignation is long overdue,” Duncan said in a statement. “While this has,
been a difficult chapter for our community, it is my hope that this decision marks
the beginning of a new era of accountability and leadership. My thoughts are
also with the victims in this case and their families, who have endured
unimaginable harm.”
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Sicko arrested for trading
child porn with ousted
Republican South Carolina
Rep. Robert ‘RJ’ May

CAITLIN MCCORMACK . O 0
August 6, 2025

NEW, YORKPOST]

A man in Oklahoma was arrested in connection with a child pornography probe involving a former
South Carolina representative.

An Oklahoma man was arrested for allegedly swapping child pornography with
disgraced South Carolina state Rep. Robert "R]* May over a month after the former

lawmaker was booked,

Christian Soto, who has a lengthy criminal record including threatening to kil his
ex-girlfriend, was arrested in connection with the FBI's probe into May's online

exchanges of more than 220 graphic files of child pornography.




Christian Soto was arrested in cannection with a child pornography probe invelving former South
Carolina state Rep. Robert "RJ" May.

Now, Soto faces additional federal charges including receipt of child pornography,

possession of child pornography, and prohibited possession of ammunition.



May (R-Lexington), a 38-year-old father of two, was arrested at his home in June
after authorities found he used the online handle “joebidennnn69” to trade explicit

- content of young children and toddlers engaging in sex acts over five days last

spring.

May was arrested in June. AP

The three-term representative allegedly requested content of "bad moms” from
Soto, who aperated under the more stereotypical degenerate handle

“randomcouplehere,” according to court documents obtained by KOCO.
The duo swapped files over Kik, with May offering Soto more than 50 files of

graphic sexual abuse material involving pubescent children, according to the

documents,

Advertisement




When Soto was apprehended, authorities also recovered dozens of digital items

from his home and vehicle caontaining even more child sexual abuse material.

Among the content seized from May's house when he was arrested was a file
containing several videos of himself on trips to Colombia engaging in sex with three
women who appeared to be underage and were paid, a Department of Homeland

Security official testified.

The two allegedly swapped pornography over Kik. AP

It's unclear how many other people May might have exchanged pornography with.

During his time in the state House of Representatives, May frequently led crusades
against LGBTQ+ policies while claiming the governing body had “an obligation to

ensure that our children have no harm done to them.”



May messaged under the username “joebidennnn69.” AP

Each of the 10 charges May faces carries a five- to 20-year prison sentence,

May was ordered to remain in custody until his trial and denied bail — as his two

young children are close in age to the victims exploited in the pornography.

The lengthy investigation started after Kik flagged suspicious activity on its platform

to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in April 2024.

Advertisement
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May seeks delay in federal trial

on child sex abuse material charges
Published: Aug. 12, 2025 at 11:31 PM EDT
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A former South Carolina state representative is now looking to delay his trial on charges linked to child sex abuse
material.
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Traffic was slowed along part of Interstate 77 on Tuesday after a
crash.

Shane Beamer addresses Gamecocks' QB
situation as Sellers' status remains
uncertain

Updated: 18 hours ago

South Carolina head coach Shane Beamer addressed the team's

quarterback situation as it's unclear if LaNorris Sellers will play
Saturday vs. Missouri.

i




 |73e

Graenville, 5C

= Live Videos News Flest Alert Weather Traffle Investigations Q,

ADVERTISEMENT

SC Rep. requests meeting of General
Assembly to consider expulsion of Rep RJ
May

A state lawmaker is requesting the General Assembly to consider expelling another lawmaker now facing federal
charges.




COLUMBIA, S.C. (FOX Carolina) - A representative with the South Carolina House of Representatives
sent a letter requesting that the General Assembly reconvene to consider the expulsion of a state
lawmaker from Lexington County.

Our sister station WIS reported that Representative R.J. May from Lexington County was arrested and
charged with 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse material.

WIS said May was also suspended from his role in the South Carolina House of Representatives as a
result of a letter by South Carolina House Speaker Murrell Smith.

Representative Jordan S. Pace from Berkley County sent a letter to the Speaker of the House for the
SC House of Representatives and the President of the South Carolina Senate on Monday to request a
reconvening of the General Assembly on or before Aug. 27.

This session would only require a two-thirds majority from the House to expel May, the letter said.

The letter said May has not resigned from his position, and Pace is concerned the constituents of
May's district in Lexington County will be without representation during the regular session in
January, due to the time needed to complete a special election.

The full letter is available here;

Sine Die Reconvene Reguest by tyler.scott on Scribd
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Jordan 8. Pace

434
District No, 117 — Berkeley County Col
P.O. Box 1814
Goose Creek, SC 29445 Te
JordanP
Committee: o
Medical, Military, Public and "-0_?. S
Municipal Affairs o' /7 AR

Bouge of Representatives

State of South Cavolina

The Honorable Murrell Smith

Speaker, South Carolina House of Representatives
The Honorable Thomas Alexander

President, South Carolina Senate

Tuly 28, 2025

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President;

I write foday to formally request that the General Assembly be reconvened on or before August 2

amend the Sine Dic resolution to include consideration of the immediate expulsion of RJ May frot
Carolina House of Representatives.

Download this PDF /1 8 7

Copyright 2025 WHNS. All rights reserved.
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The Hon. G. Murrell Smith, Jr,

y : j
Speaker of the House of Representatives W F l

South Carolina House of Representatives
506 Blalt Building
Columbla, SC 29201

Dear Mr. Speaker,

1 have decided that it s in the best interest of my family and constituents to resign
immediately from the South Carolina House of Representatives. Please accept this
letter o5 1ny formal resignation from the South Carolina House of Representatives.
I has been an honor to serve the people of District 88,

Sincerely, —

RI-May-Reslgnation-Letter Download

May wrote that “itis in the best interests of my family and constituents to resign immediately.” It does not mention the 10 charges he faces or

the more than a decade in prison that prosecutors have suggested May could face if convicted.

The return address on the letter was May's Lexington post office box. He Is currently being held at the Edgefield County jail without bond as he

awaits trial as soon as next month,
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South Carolina lawmaker awaiting trial on child sex abuse material charges resigns
from office

by: The Associated Press, Caroline Yafia
Posted: Ang 11, 2025 / 02:46 PM EDT
Updated: Aug 11, 2025 / 07:45 PM EDT
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COLUMBIA, S5.C. (AP} - A South Carolina Republican lawmaker in jail awaiting trial on charges he distributed sexual abuse material involving

- children has resigned his seat in the state House,
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May’s federal public defender did not respond to an email Monday.

The three-term Republican is accused of using the screen name “joebidennnnGg” to exchange 220 different files of toddlers and young children
involved in sex acts on the Kik social media network for about five days in spring 2024, according to court documents that graphically detailed

the videos.

ADVERTISEMENT

The files were uploaded and downlioaded using May's home Wi-Fi network and his cellphone, prosecutors said. Some were hidden by the use of

a private network but others were directly linked to his internet addresses,

At his arraignment, May’s lawyer suggested someone could have used the Wi-Fi passward that was shown on a board behind a photo May's wife

may have posted online.
Each of the 10 charges carries a five-to-20-year prison sentence upon conviction.

Calls for May's resignation were nearly unanimous in the South Carolina House, including members who were most closely aligned with May as
he helped found the Freedom Caucus of the chamber's most conservative members,

ADVERTISEMENT

The Freedom Caucus released a statement Monday.

Freedom-Caucus-responds-to-May-resignation  Dowiload

The South Carolina House Republican Caucus Majority Leader Davey Hiott said may's resignation is a year overdue.

READ NEXT »
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“Now that he has finally resigned, the House Freedom Caucus has changed their tune. For months they've defended him, paid him tens of
thousands of dollars, and even called him an ‘upstanding member. | hope the House Ethics Committee, having already initiated its inguiry, will

follow its process through to conclusion, regardless of his resignation.”
The House Ethics Committee last month started an investigation that appeared to be the first step in trying to kick May out of the House.

May worked as a political consultant. He was elected in 2020 and in his five years in the House upset many mainstream Republicans as he

continued to run campaigns for people looking to knock out incumbents in GOP primaries.

The South Carolina Election Commission said the timing of May's resignation should allow his replacement to be chosen in a special election

before the 2026 General Assembly session starts in January.

+ Date of vacancy: 8/11/2025

» Filing opens (3rd Friday after vacancy): 8/29/2025

» Filing closes (8 days later}: 9/6/2025

» Primary {11th Tuesday after vacancy}: 10/21/2025
o EVperiod: 10/6 - 10/17 (M-F, closed holidays)

* Runoff (13th Tuesday after vacancy}: 11/4/2025
o EVperiod: 10/29 - 10/31

» Special Election [20th Tuesday after vacancy): 12/23/2025
o EVperiod: 12/8 - 12/19 (M-F, closed holidays)

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media nc, A tighls raserved. This maleral may not be published, broadeasl, rewritlan, or redistnbuled.
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Connect to the Capitol Extra: RJ
May to defend himself against
federal child porn charges

Story by Brian Mcconchie « iw+ 1 min read

L. connect 1o the Capitol Extra: RJ May to defend himself against federal child porn charges

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WACH) - During a hearing in federal court this
week, it was determined that former state lawmaker RJ May will
represent himself in court as he faces ten federal child porn charges.

May is expected to go on trial in October.

Earlier this year, a federal grand jury in Greenville returned a 1¢-
count indictiment against May. He was arrested in early June.

RELATED | SC Rep. RJ May accused of distributing child sexual abuse
material

Feadback




RJ May to Represent Himself in Federal Court

RELATED | Docs: Oklahoma nurse received child porn from
suspended SC lawmaker RJ May

According to court records, in April 2024, the Nationa! Center for
Missing and Exploited Children received a tip from the messaging
app Kik.

The app had flagged several videos shared by the user
“joebidennnns9” for containing child sexual abuse.

Mortgage 3
Rates Dirop... >
MNerdWaliel

Officials say investigators traced the account to the home IP address
and phone of May and found at least 10 child sexual abuse videos
shared from that account,

May faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in federal prison with a
minimum of five years, a fine of $250,000, and at least five years of
supervised release after.

May has since resigned from his seat in the 5.C. House.

RELATED | Connect to the Capitol: Rep. May arrested on child porn
charges, funding fight in Columbia

RELATED | 5C Freedom Caucus releases statement following
resignation of R) May

An ethics panel has also called for an investigation into May's
dealings and conduct during his time in the General Assembly.

May is being held without bail at the Edgefield County jail.
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Former South Carolina Rep. R.J.
May to represent himself in federal
court

Story by Caroline Yaffa « 1w - 1 min read

L. Former South Carolina Rep. RE May to represent himself in federal court

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WSPA) — Former South Carolina Rep, R.J. May lll
was given permission by a judge on Thursday to represent himself in
trial in federal court next month as he faces a 10-count indictment
for possessing child sexual abuse material,

Investigators said they connected him to an account sharing child
sexual abuse material through an app called “Kik." The app flagged
several videos from an account called "Joe Bidennnng9.” Agents said
they tracked that activity to May's home internet and cell phone,

Feedback




May rasigned last month from the House, saying the decision was “in
the best interest” of his family and constituents,

RJ May Resignation LetterDownload

Federal public defender Jenny Smith and co-counsel Jeremy
Thompson were assigned to his case, but as of Thursday, he will be
solo.

May's trial is set for Oct 9, with jury selection scheduled the day
before.

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed,

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to
WEBTW.
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South Carolina lawmalker resigns
after arrest on child sex abuse
material charges

Story by Fernando Cervantes Jr., USA TODAY » imo « 2 min read

L. Headshotof Rt May who resigned from the South Carolina House of Representatives.
© Courtesy af the South Carolina House of Representatives

A state lawmaker in South Carolina resigned from his seat months
after being arrested for alleged distribution of child sexual abuse
material, the state's House speaker announced on Aug. 11.

RJ May, a 38-year-old Republican state representative and former
South Carolina House Freedom Caucus strategist, was accused of
using the screen name "joebidennnn69” on the soclal media network
Kik to exchange 220 different files of toddlers and young children.

Mortgage
Rates Drop... p

NerdWallet

“I have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and
constituents to resign immediately from the South Carolina House of
Representatives,” reads a resignation letter sent from May to the
state's House Speaker Murrell Smith and obtained by local media
outlets, including the Post and Courier and South Carolina Daily
Gazette.

Feedback




Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox
each morning.

In a statement, the South Carolina House Freedom Caucus, which
May helped found, said the resignation is “long overdue.”

“The peaple of District 88 deserve true and honorable
representation,” the statement said.

According to court records obtained by USA TODAY, May exchanged
the explicit files across five days in spring 2024. The records say the
files were uploaded and downloaded on May's home Wi-Fi network
and on his cellphone.

in a June press release from the U.5. Attorney's Office, officials said
May faces a maximum sentence of 20 years in federal prison, a fine
of $250,000 and five years of probation. May is being held at the
Edgefield County jail, awaiting the start of his trial.

1000 Thread ;
Count Cotton-... >

bedbathandbeyond.com

May's legal representation did not immediately respond to USA
TODAY's request for comment on Aug. 12.

Fernando Cervantes Jr. is a trending news reporter for USA TODAY,
Reach him at fernando.cervantes@gannett.com and follow him on X
@fern_cenv..

This article originally appeared on USA TODAY: South Carolina
lawmaker resigns after arrest on child sex abuse material charges
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Anti-LGBTQ+ Republican resigns
after arrest on child sexual abuse
material charges

Story hy Sophie Perry - imo = 2 min read

L. Anti-lGBTQ+ Republican resigns after arrest on child sexual abuse material charges

An anti-LGBTQ+ South Carolina Republican who backed drag and
trans healthcare bans to “protect childhood innocence” has resigned
from his seat after he was arrested and charged with distributing
images of child sexual abuse.

Robert John 'RJ" May Il - known as R} May — was a member of the
South Carolina House of Representatives for the state’s 88th district
and is former South Carolina House Freedom Caucus strategist.
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The 38-year-old was arrested and charged in June with 10 counts of
distributing sexual abuse material involving children.
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South Carolina lawmaker in jail on child sex abuse material charges
resigns from office

Politics  Aug 12, 2025 2116 PM EDT

COLUMBIA, S.C. {AP) — A South Carolina Republican lawmaker in jail awaiting trial on charges he distributed sexual abuse material
involving children has resigned his seat in the state House.

RJ May's resignation letter was dated Thursday but didn't arrive at the offices of House leadership until Monday morning,

May wrote that ®it is in the best interests of my family and constituents to resign immediately” It does not mention the 10 charges he faces or
the more than a decade in prison that prosecutors have suggested May could face if convicted.

The return address on the letter was May's Lexington post office box. He is currently being held at the Edgefield County jail without bond as
he awaits trial as soon as next month.

May's federal public defender did not respond to an email Monday.

The three-term Republican is accused of using the screen name “joebidennnn89” to exchange 220 different files of toddlers and young
children involved in sex acts on the Kik social media network for about five days in spring 2024, according to court documenits that
graphically detailed the videos.

WATCH: How Trump's answers about his fallout with Epstein have evolved

The files were uploaded and downloaded using May's home Wi-Fi network and his cellphone, prosecutors said. Some were hidden by the
use of a private network but others were directly linked to his internet addresses,

At his arraignment, May's lawyer suggested someone could have used the Wi-Fi password that was shown on a board behind a photo May's
wife may have posted online.

fach of the 10 charges carrles a five-to-20-year prison sentence upon conviction.
Calls for May's resignation were nearly unanimeus in the South Carolina House, including members who were most closely aligned with May
as he helped found the Freedom Caucus of the chamber's most conservative members. The House Ethics Commiltee last month started an

investigation that appeared to be the first step in trying to kick May out of the House.

May warked as a political consultant. He was elected in 2020 and in his five years in the House upset many mainstream Republicans as he

continued to run campaigns for people looking to knock out incumbents in GOP primaries,

The timing of May's resignation shouid allow his replacement to be chosen in a special election before the 2026 General Assembly session
starts in January.
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South Carolina lawmaker awaiting

“trial on child sex abuse material

charges resigns from office

Story by JEFFREY COLLINS « Imo = 2 min read

L Sowth Carctina Lawmaker Arrested
@ Jeffrey Collins

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP} — A South Carolina Republican lawmaker in jail
awaiting trial on charges he distributed sexual abuse material
involving chitdren has resigned his seat in the state House,

R} May's resignation letter was dated Thursday but didn't arrive at
the offices of House leadership until Monday morning,
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May wrote that “it is in the best interests of my family and
constituents to resign immediately.” It does not mention the 10
charges he faces or the more than a decade in prison that
prosecutors have suggested May could face if convicted.
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Jailhouse texts show accused child
porn distributor RJ May worries,
will fight

Story by John Monk « Tmo « 6 min read

L. Representative RJ. May, R-Lexington, watches as the South Carolina House of
Representatives selects Murrell Smith, R-Sumter, as speaker on Tuesday, December 3,
2024,

Jailhouse texts from accused child sex abuser and former SC
lawmaker Robert "R} May [il show a Bible-quoting man with
numerous woes - about money, about getting a lawyer, about legal
strategy, and about what people think of him.

feedback




*I'd never hurt your kids or mine,” May, 38, a married father of two
young children, told one unidentified person he texted June 25, a day
after he was given a taxpayer-funded lawyer by U.S. Magistrate
Judge Shiva Hodges.

™
[
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The person had texted May about the charges against him. “You have
no idea the depth of pain, heartbreak, and brokenness you have
caused - specifically your parents and sister. ... We don't even know if
we should fear that our kids have somehow been involved in this
mess.”

Eatlier in June, during a hearing to determine whether May would
stay in jail while he waited for trial, Magistrate Judge Hodges
specifically cited the potential danger of May to any and all children
as a reason to deny May bond. Federal prosecutor Scott Matthews
had argued that May "has a sexual interest in children the same age
as his own children.”

"I am concerned about the danger to the community, specifically to
Mr. May's own minor children, as well as to other children who are
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RJI May trial date pushed back

COLUMBIA, 5.C. (WSPA) — The federa! trial for former South Carolina
lawmaker R May (R-Lexington) has been postponed, with jury
selection now set to begin on October 8th.

May, of West Columbia, faces ten counts of distributing child sex
abuse material, was originally scheduled to go on trial in September.
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May was a representative for Lexington County before he resigned
earlier this month following his arrest.

May wrote that "it is in the best interests of my family and
constituents to resign immediately.” His letter of resignation did not




mention the 10 charges he faces or the mare than a decade in prison
that prosecutors have suggested May coutd face if convicted.

Copyright 2025 Nexsiar Media, Inc. Al rights reserved. This material
may not he published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Date set for special election to
replace ex-5C Rep. RJ May

Story by WIS News 10 Staff « 1mo « 1 min read
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Lo wis News 10
© WIS News 10

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WIS) - Dates are now set for the process to replace
a now-former South Carolina state lawmaker via special election.

The South Carolina Election Commission confirmed that a special
election for South Carolina House District 88, based in Lexington
County, will be held on Dec. 23.

Ferdback
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The following other dates were made official on Tuesday:

¢ Candidate filing opens: Aug. 29

* (andidate filing closes: Sept. 6

= Primary election: Oct. 21

+ Primary election runoff (if necessary): Nov. 4
= Spedcial election: Dec. 23

The election will be held to filf the seat of ex-state Rep. R) May.

May resigned Aug. 7, months after being handed down a 10-count
federal indictment linked to child sexual abuse material. News of his
resignation was first made public on Monday.

This is a developing story. Stay with WIS News 10 for updates.

Feel more informed, prepared, and connected with WIS. For more
free content like this, subscribe to our emaif newsletter, and
download our apps. Have feadback that can help us improve? Click
here.
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SC Rep. requests meeting of
General Assembly to consider
expulsion of Rep RJ May

B

Story by FOX Carolina News Staff « imo+ 1 min read

L FILE - South Carolina Rep. R May, R-West Cofumbla, walks down the alsle of the House on
Tuesday, March 14, 2023, In Columblia, South Carolina.
© AP Photo/leffrey Collins, File

COLUMBIA, S.C, (FOX Carolina) - A representative with the South
Carolina House of Representatives sent a letter requesting that the
General Assembly reconvene to consider the expulsion of a state
lawmaker from Lexington County.

Our sister station WIS reported that Representative R.). May from
Lexington County was arrested and charged with 10 counts of

distributing child sexual abuse material.
Feadback
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WIS said May was also suspended from his role in the South Carolina
House of Representatives as a resuit of a letter by South Carolina
House Speaker Murrell Smith.

Representative Jordan S. Pace from Berkley County sent a letter to
the Speaker of the House for the SC House of Represeniatives and
the President of the South Carolina Senate on Monday to request a
reconvening of the General Assembly on or before Aug. 27.

This session would only require a two-thirds majority from the House
to expel May, the letter said.

The letter said May has not resigned from his position, and Pace is
concerned the constituents of May's district in Lexington County will
be without representation during the regular session in January, due
to the time needed to complete a special election.

The full letter is available here:

Sine Die Reconvene Request by tyler.scott on Scribd
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South Carolina lawmaker awaiting trial on child sex abuse material
charges resigns from office

The Associated Press (https://wtop.com/author/the-associated-press/)
August 11, 2025, 2:.04 PM

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP} — A South Carolina Republican lawmaker in jail awaiting trial on charges

(https://apnews.com/article/sex-crimes-south-carolina-lawmaker-rj-may-
81901beéf700f24299bal3346086f8b61) he distributed sexual abuse material involving
children has resigned his seat in the state House.

RJ May's resignation letter was dated Thursday but didn’t arrive at the offices of House
leadership until Monday morning.

May wrote that “it is in the best interests of my family and constituents to resign immediately.”
It does not mention the 10 charges he faces or the more than a decade in prison that
prosecutors have suggested May could face if convicted.

The return address on the letter was May’s Lexington post office box. He is currently being held
at the Edgefield County jail without bond as he awaits trial as soon as next month.

May’s federal public defender did not respond to an email Monday.

The three-term Republican is accused of using the screen name “joebidennnné9” to exchange
220 different files of toddlers and young children involved in sex acts on the Kik social media
network for about five days in spring 2024, according to court documents that graphically
detailed the videos.

The files were uploaded and downloaded using May’s home Wi-Fi network and his cellphone,
prosecutors said. Some were hidden by the use of a private network but others were directly
linked to his internet addresses.

At his arraignment, May's lawyer suggested someone could have used the Wi-Fi password that
was shown on a board behind a photo May’s wife may have posted online. ©

a9




Each of the 10 charges carries a five-to-20-year prison sentence upon conviction.

Calls for May’s resignation were nearly unanimous in the South Carolina House, including
members who were most closely aligned with May as he helped found the Freedom Caucus of
the chamber’s most conservative members. The House Ethics Committee last month started an
investigation that appeared to be the first step in trying to kick May out of the House.

May worked as a political consultant. He was elected in 2020 and in his five years in the House
upset many mainstream Republicans as he continued to run campaigns for people looking to
knock out incumbents in GOP primaries.

The timing of May’s resignation should allow his replacement to be chosen in a special election
before the 2026 General Assembly session starts in January.

Copyright © 2025 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, written or redistributed.

Related Categories:

National News (https://wtop.com/national/)
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Prosecutors say Republican South Carolina lawmaker used Yjoebidennnngd'
to send child sex material |

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Updated 7:42 PM EDT, June 12, 2025

COLUMBIA, 5.C. (AP) — A Republican member of the South Carolina House who prosecutors say used the
screen name “joebidennnn69” has been arrested and charged with 10 counts of distributing sexual abuse
material involving children,

RJ May was arrested at his Lexington County home after a lengthy investigation and was ordered Thursday
by a federal judge to remain jailed until his trial.

The three-term Republican is accused of using “joebidennnn69” to exchange 220 different files of toddlers
and young children Involved in sex acts on the Kik soclal medla network for about five days in spring 2024,
according to court documents that graphically detailed the videos,

Each charge carries a five-to-20 year prison sentence upon conviction and presecutors suggested May could
spend over a decade in prison if found guilty.

The files were uploaded and downloaded using May’s home Wi-Fi network and his celiphone, prosecutors
said, Some were hidden by the use of a private network but others were directly linked to his internet




addresses.

May says someone else could have used his Wi-Fi

At his arraignment, May's lawyer suggested someone could have used the Wi-Fi password that was shown on
a board behind a photo May's wife may have posted online. Attorney Dayne Phillips also suggested
investigators didn't link each Kik message directly to May.

Prosecutors asked that May, 38, not be given baif because he lives at home with his wife and young children,
and some of the files he is accused of sharing feature children of about the same age as his.

May investigated for paid sex in Colombia

Prosecutors said they also investigated whether May used a fake name to travel to Colombia three times
after finding videos on his faptop of him allegedly having sex with three women. An agent from the
Department of Homeland Security testified the women appeared to be underage and were paid. U.S. agents
have not been able to locate the women, |

Prosecutors said May created a Facebook account with his fake name and his internet history showed him
switching between his real account and the fake one and even searching his primary opponent from the fake
login.

Phillips, May's lawyer, told the courtroom that no sexual images of toddlers or young children were found
directly on his laptop or cellphone.

After spending the night in jail. May appeared in court Thursday in shorts and a T-shirt with his wrists and
ankles in cuffs. After being ordered to stay in jail, he appeared to blow a kiss at his wife, who was at the
hearing.

May’s political rise to the state House

After May’s election in 2020, he helped create the Freedom Caucus, a group of the House's most conservative
members who say mainstream House Republicans aren't the true conservative heart of the GOP. He also
helped the campaigns of Republicans running against GOP House incumbents.

"We as tegislators have an obligation to insure that our children have no harm done to them,” May said in
January 2024 on the House floor during a debate on transgender care for minors.

His son charmed the House in April 2021 when May brought him to visit for his third birthday and the boy
practiced his parade wave around the chamber.

The Freedom Caticus released a statement Wednesday night saying they kicked May out of their group after
his arrest.

May spent a quiet 2025 House session

Many of his onetime friends have distanced themselves from May as rurnors of the investigation spread
through the Statehouse, During the current session he could largely be seen at his corner desk in the back of
the 124-seat chamber, mixing with very few colleagues,

The House Speaker suspended May from his seat after the indictment.



May's lawyer suggested he could have been framed and asked the Hometfand Security agent if she knew that
May had a lot of political enemies.

“There are a fair amount of people who don't like me either, Mr. Phillips,” agent Britton Lorenzen replied.

JEFFREY COLLINS

olling covers South Carolina from Columbia for The Assoclated Press. He has baen with the AP since 2000,

X =

MOST READ

1 Authorities plece together more Information about Kirk assassination suspect

5 Workers commenting on Kirk's death learn the limits of free speech in and out of their jobs
3 Assassination of Charlie Kirk prompts flood of false and misleading claims online
4 2025 Ememys: ‘The Pitt’ and ‘The Studio’ wir top awards

5 DNA evidence found near scene of Chatlie Kirk's shooting matches suspect, FBl director says




SUGGESTED FOR YOU

50-year Wall Street Legend: The Month
Stocks Wil Likely Crash

Advertisement; Chaikin Analytics

Leverage TradeStation's platfarm designed
for self-directed traders.

Advertisement: TradeStation

Michigan home designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright apprentice asks $3.25...

Advertisement: Homes.com



SOUTH CAROLINA

public radio donate
Republican SC Rep. RJ May charged with
distributing child sex abuse material
South Carolina Public Radio | By Maayan Schechter [
Published June 12, 2025 at 9:14 AM EDT I

Sauth Carolina Rep. RJ May, R-West Columbia, walks down the aisle of the House on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, in Columbia,
South Carolina, (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)

South Carolina Rep. RJ May, a Lexington County Republican
who cofounded the House Freedom Caucus, was indicted on
federal charges of distributing child sex abuse material.
Following indictment, House Speaker suspends May.

Editor’s Note: This report contains information about child sexual abuse material
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South Carolina Republican lawmaker RJ May will remain in jail as he awaits his federal
trial on 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse material.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Shiva Hodges said Thursday that the weight of evidence against
May is significant. She cited his international travels and the danger he possibly poses
to himself, his two young children and to other children.

May was arrested at his West Columbia home Wednesday, roughly 10 months after his
house was raided in August 2024 by U.S. Homeland Security Investigation agents, who
seized various electronic devices, such as cellphones, hard drives, a CD and thumb
drives.

May, who was shackled at his wrists and ankles at his first federal court appearance
Thursday in Columbia, entered a plea of not guilty.

The indictment said May, 38, used username “joebidennnn69” and alias "Eric Rentling"
to exchange more than 200 files containing child sexual abuse on social messaging
app Kik.

Prosecutors said they investigators were able to trace the app account to May's home
IP address and cellphone.

May's attorney Dayne Phillips suggested Thursday that the accounts were not May's,
and that someone could have hacked into May's Wi-Fi after May's wife posted a photo
online that showed the account's password. He noted May has many “political
enemies.”

Phillips said investigators did not find sexual images of children on his laptop or phone.
The charges carry prison terms of five to 20 years if convicted.
He also faces a potential fine of $250,000, plus up to five years of supervised release.

Federal prosecutors said the evidence is strong enough that May likely faces a long
prison sentence if convicted.

As required by law, House Speaker Murrell Smith, R-Sumter, suspended May from office
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Interim U.S. Attorney of South Carolina Bryan Stirling declined to comment further than
to note May is innocent until proven guilty and deferred to court filings and testimony.

May is a longtime Republican political consultant in South Carolina.

He was elected to the S.C. House to represent District 88 in 2020, and was the main
driver in the formation of the hardline House Freedom Catcus and previously was its
vice chair.

The freedom caucus has since called for May's resignation from the House.

What court filings allege

May — sporting a beard and wearing a white shirt, grey shorts and boots — faced the
judge for most of his two-hour hearing as prosecutors outlined the case against him.

In testimony given Thursday and in court filings, prosecutor Scott Matthews said May
downloaded the Kik app in December 2023 and registered an account on March 30,
2024.

Not long after, prosecutors said May deleted the account.

But court filings said that on May 27, 2024, the app sent a cyber tip to the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, flagging 50 files of child sex abuse material
by Kik user "joebidennnn69" the afternoon of March 31, 2024,

Court documents said an IP address was traced to May's West Columbia home,

The report was sent to the state Attorney General's Office, then the Lexington County
Sheriff's Department, which sought a search warrant for the AT&T account information.

On June 27, 2024, the sheriff's department got a search warrant for the Kik account,
which court filings said showed user "joebidennnn69" had used a Samsung cellphone
belonging to May that contained 220 unique files, showing child sex abuse material.

May, court filings said, distributed "220 different child pornography videos about 479
times over the course of 5 days. (May distributed the same video sometimes multiple

timacl"
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From March 30, 2024, to April 4, 2024, that username sent or received more than 1,100
messages with other Kik users — messages that discussed trading the material with
other users, prosecutors said.

Court filings said May used the Kik app via a VPN 48 times, the Verizon account for
May's cellphone 67 times and May's password-protected wi-fi at home almost 960
times.

In August 2024, May's home was raised by Homeland Security Investigations.

HSI Special Agent Britton Lorenzen testified Thursday for the prosecution that a
forensic review of May's phone showed that May had deleted the Kik app, along with
other encrypted applications, like Telegram.

All were deleted within seconds of one another, Lorenzen said.

May is also accused of using another alias, "Eric Rentling,” to make a Facebook account,
a discovery court documents said was made through a review of May's phone.
Lorenzen said the Facebook photo appears to be the back of May's head and hands.

The account, prosecutors said, was used to have no less than 40 conversations
between April 12, 2023, and July 31, 2024, with young women he paid for sex around
the Medellin, Colombia, area — "a place welt known for sex work," court filings said.

Lorenzen testified HSI was not able to identify the young women in the videos.

Lorenzen said, in some cases, May was multitasking on his phone while videos were
sent over Kik. Records, she said, showed May on the phone with his wife, looking up
Statehouse legislation and sending a "happy Easter" text message to a friend.

Who is RJ May?

May, a former executive director of the state Club for Growth who runs Republican
campaigns with his firm Ivory Tusk Consulting, was elected to his first two-year term in
the S.C. House in 2020.

His Linkedin account shows various work in year's past for South Carolina Republicans
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May, a married father of two children under the age of 10, last won reelection in
November 2024. He was challenged by a write-in candidate.

in 2022, May helped launch the hardline House Freedom Caucus, serving as the group’s
vice chair at the time.

Not long after the group’s formation, May found himself at odds with House leadership

— an intraparty breakup largely sparked by May's own professional campaign work that
sought to oust a sitting incumbent GOP lawmaker.

It led to a new set of House GOP Caucus rules that forbid Republican legislators from
joining the mainstay caucus — a private forum for members to talk about policy and
strategy openly — and campaigning against Republican incumbents,

‘May and more than a dozen conservative colleagues refused to sign the rules, declaring
the campaign prohibition as a direct attack on May's work and a “loyalty oath.”

He has since been suspended from the group.

With a looming indictment, May continued to show up for the South Carolina legislative
session that began Jan. 14 and officially ended May 8. Unlike his early years in the
Statehouse, however, May stayed mostly at his desk.

May also declined to answer reporters’ specific questions about the investigation or the
indictment, only saying, "The people of District 88 elected me to do a job, and that's
what I'm here to do."

He did not take the floor to oppose or support bills and was mostly observed on his
phone.

He did participate in votes.

And, unlike in his first two terms, May did not file any legislation this year.

Tags | SC News SC News
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Maayan Schechter

Maayan Schechter (My-yahn Schek-ter) is a news reporter with South Carolina
Public Radio and ETV. She worked at South Carolina newspapers for a decade,
previously working as a reporter and then editor of The State’s S.C. State House
and politics team, and as a reporter at the Aiken Standard and the Greenville News.
She grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated from the University of North
Carolina-Asheville in 2013.

See stories by Maayan Schechter
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COURTS STATEHOUSE

How former Rep. RJ May is preparing

from jail for trial on charges of sending
child sex abuse videos

May asked a judge to throw out a search warrant used to seize
electronics from his home

BY: SKYLAR LAIRD - SEPTEMBER 10,2025 4:49PM

B2 Rep. RJ May, R-West Columbia, listens from the back of the House chamber during an

organizationai session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 at the Statehouse in Columbia, S€. (Photo by
Mary Ann Chastain/Special to the SC Daily Gazette)

COLUMBIA - Former state Rep. RJ May walked into federal court

Wednesday with a legal motion consisting of 32 pages handwritten
on the front and back of lined paper.

May, a founder of the South Carolina House’s ultra-conservative
Freedom Caucus, opted last week to defend himself against charges
of distributing images and videos of children being sexually abused.




That means he must prepare for his October trial from his cell at the
Edgefield County jail.

325-0-D0F73-CMC  Date Fled CO/10725  EntryNomberf4  Page1ef32, ., {

A THE RASEEL L SR L DIIRECT CotdT
Col THE TILIE2T  OF SOt JAReLiAR

ColessBIN  Dhvliload

WmEYEn TTARS o AR PILA ) . ChAzp M. RLEG=LB-TTR C‘c"““-*_\)

W
ot @0 “Sats abéd, TEL , ),,,p‘uﬂu‘:#’.—-?é, T Luiyd ks jah Rogedsd
:] A CRaaks s iand
e f riedran § ,J

Coatpih Aows e dsberdest Rehard Tk oy 1TE
potiens ¥ M Fode Pl Qe 170 Aol LU Sageits temd
Geized ey o Swaie o o WS bhees ea Quypab B 2erdg
(zy _';@;u-.‘,i iy Coned o osde .ﬂ«.‘..t\‘!’s.i_i-:% ,,,lr,g,-,w'.fia:] Gaveleesis
Pritrop dush s 'gnufm_“-_wh_ {he efdmsnte sl B Gemieh weskifee
guattanl. Yo Vel G Delawnnd Hung  As Ity {f’i‘fé".i’;

O I 0 T e T ,,f\q‘-&gp}i 1‘&3{-1\_1.....'%\';l:..‘m‘:\. CBetar dwveran
et Heprtopnd '.:.-ﬂ‘uf—“! .1@\;!-&!\3?\.!41—*;«3 Yo ,ivﬁf}'f,‘j, ot
'“h.s_ 7}—\,;.\.(\.‘\&,

FaeTwAlL Back Gate T
o Ml--! 2—!1 Zoz Y ; ve AeMeeel Lealeg fev ,‘\.’15".',-41
&
e Empleided | ChiMien (wemct™) seeaved o CpuaTip.
Cvoe. V-i'ﬂ.!’ nga:-w‘i.vta YR UL RPN |2 i_.zlaﬂc—ur‘-— by bugencn
Mool 1o wed gent H, 2erd,  The dosegtern Cennly

He has remained there without bond since his arrest June 11. He
resigned his House seat last month, amid the federal charges and an
ongoing investigation into his conduct by the House Ethics
Committee.

May’s former public defense attorneys are on standby to help
answer legal questions, but they can’t help with the actual content
of his case, U.S. District Judge Cameron McGowan Currie
reminded May during a half-hour hearing Wednesday morning,

May used some of that help in court Wednesday. When prosecutors
used legal jargon to describe how their evidence was numbered,
May told the judge his standby attorneys were explaining the
numbering system to him.



He also asked Currie whether he could request a sample motion
from an unrelated case to make sure his own motions were
formatted correctly, which Currie approved.

To build his defense, May will go back and forth between the jail
and the Office of Homeland Security in Columbia — a roughly 75-
minute drive each way. The judge said he could make that trip as
often as necessary.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office has set up a room with a computer
displaying all the evidence against him, and May can bring bagged
lunches from the jail to eat while he goes through it, prosecutor
Scott Matthews said Wednesday.

May’s first trip to that room followed the hearing,

There is a “tremendous amount of data to go through” in May’s
case, public defender Jenny Smith, one of May’s standby attorneys
said previously. Currie asked May to get through as much as
possible ahead of a hearing on his pre-trial motions Sept. 24.

b4

May will be able to bring documents back to his jail cell, as long as
they don’t contain objectionable images, Currie said. He also has
access to a tablet with the application Fastcase, a legal research
system that May called the “poor man’s Westlaw,” referring to the
more expensive legal resecarch website available on state prisoners’
tablets.

Jailed suspects can also use the tablets to send messages, receive
approved images and emails and make phone calls, according to the
Edgefield County Sheriff’s Office. May has told relatives that he can
use his tablet to listen to music or play games if he pays for them,
according to messages obtained through an open records request.

May does not yet have access to the list of rules for federal criminal
proceedings, he said, but Currie promised him attorneys would give
that to him if the jail couldn’t.

May also can’t access the online court filing system from jail,
meaning he has to visit the federal courthouse in Columbia each
time he wants to file a motion, as he did Wednesday.

He will come back to court next Wednesday to file any remainin
Y g
pre-trial motions and receive prosecutors’ motions, Currie said.

The motion May filed Wednesday asked Currie to throw out a
search warrant used to collect cellphones, laptops, thumb drives and




other electronics from his Lexington County house in August 2024.

While asking for the warrant, Britton Lorenzen, a special agent for
Homeland Security, told a magistrate that investigators were likely
to find images or videos depicting child sexual abuse even though
the tip was several months old by that point becaunse people who
collect such images don’t usually get rid of them, according to a
sworn statement included with May’s motion.

During May’s June detention hearing, Lorenzen said it was “very,
very common” not to find actual images and videos of child sexual
abuse on a suspect’s phone or computer because of how easy it is to
save media to the cloud or various apps.

May argued those statements contradicted each other, suggesting
Lorenzen was lying in her statement to receive the search warrant.

Without that information, May argued, the search warrant was
invalid and anything found on his devices couldn’t be used in court.
Lorenzen’s assertion that people who collect child sexual abuse
materials was integral to the judge issuing the warrant, and without
it, the judge likely wouldn’t have signed off, May argued.

While investigators didn’t find videos or images on May’s devices,
they did find other evidence linking May’s phone and laptop to a
messaging account flagged for sending videos showing children
being sexually abused, Lorenzen testified during his detention
hearing. Data on May’s phone suggested that he had repeatedly
typed “joebidennnn69,” the username of the flagged account, and
that the Kik messaging app, along with several other encrypted
apps, had been deleted from the device.

Investigators also tracked the IP address used to send the messages
back to May’s house and personal phone, investigators said.

A hearing on that motion, along with any others filed in the coming
weeks, is scheduled for Sept. 24.

Four Republicans and one Democrat have filed to replace May in
the House. A primary election is scheduled for Oct. 21, followed by
a general election Dec. 23.
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Disgraced lawmaker claims federal agent misled
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magistrate, then offered contradicting statements
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—g ormer South Carolina lawmaker
and federal defendant Robert . ..
John “R.J” May III has filed a
handwritten motion to suppress
evidence — and requested a hearing —

after formally electing to represent

himself against ten federal counts of

distributing child sexual abuse material
(CSAM).

Federal prosecutors allege May distributed
more than 220 child pornography videos over
a five-day span while campaigning for
reelection as a firebrand conservative and
former vice chair of the S.C. Freedom Caucus
between late March and early April of 2024.

According to court filings, the activity
occurred on Kik, a freeware instant-messaging
app once marketed to children. Investigators
allege May used the alias “joebidennnn6g” to
exchange hundreds of child sexual abuse files,
including videos depicting the rape of infants
and minors.

Information regarding these alleged
depravities was ultimately referred to
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), the
investigative arm of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) tasked with
probing crimes such as child exploitation and

cyber offenses.
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As FITSNews exclusively reported, a search
warrant was subsequently executed on August
5, 2024, by HSI agents at May’s home on Lake
Francis Drive in Lexington County, where 35
electronic devices were seized in the presence
of his wife and adolescent children.

Ten months later — after one general election
and a full session of the S.C. House —
FITSNews observed as May was arrested,
shackled and escorted into a blacked-out
Nissan Titan by HSI, the same agency that had
executed the search warrant,

The following morning, June 12, 2025, open-
court testimony confirmed that none of the
devices seized from his home were found to
contain CSAM. May later claimed the devices
contained more than 20 years of personal and
professional data.

Spectators were further introduced to HSI
Special Agent Britton Lorenzen, the
government’s sole witness, who testified with
confidence that an unrelated online alias of
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May's appeared to display a photo of him —
claim FITSNews debunked using a basic
reverse image search.
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While May’s private counsel argued he was the
target of a political attack, the court ultimately
denied him bond and remanded him to
custody pending the resolution of his case.

As jailhouse communications obtained by
FITSNews revealed, May almost immediately
began discussing “pumping out some
motions” — particularly to suppress evidence
— while continuing to shop for new attorneys
and consulting with at least one S.C. State
House ally.

That ally — civil attorney and Freedom Caucus
member Ryan McCabe — stressed how
“imperative” it would be for May to secure an
expert witness, further noting such a figure
“may turn out to be more important than the
lawyer.”

“Just want to be sure that you don’t get caught
without an expert witness,” McCabe
eventually wrote to May’s jailhouse tablet on
June 23, 2025 — one day before May told the
court he could no longer afford private counsel
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and was subsequently appointed a federal
public defender.

Whatever arguments his appointed counsel
may have been preparing were likely
complicated last month when federal
authorities arrested Christian Soto, a
traveling nurse from Oklahoma.

According to a federal complaint obtained by
FITSNews, Soto — using the alias
“randomcouplehere” — exchanged messages
with “joebidennnn6g” through Kik and
received at least 50 child pornography videos
during a single online chat session last year.

As for additional users who allegedly engaged
with May’s alias — including “pcjames” and
“johnthorton7300” — no identifications or
arrests have been publicly disclosed, though
that does not preclude investigative steps from
having taken place.
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Separately, Lorenzen testified two “like-
minded pedophiles” were operating behind
VPNs, or virtual private networks — without
specifying which accounts those were. Her
testimony suggested DHS could not bypass
such technology, a notion that is striking.

AN

Last Wednesday (September 4, 2025), May
appeared at a requested status hearing before
U.S. District Court Judge Cameron
McGowan Currie, accompanied by federal
public defender Jenny Smith and co-counsel
Jeremy iThompson.

May originally requested “hybrid counsel” —
an uncommon arrangement that allows
defendants to act as their own lawyer while
retaining counsel in a limited role. Currie
denied that request, prompting May to request
to represent himself moving forward.

May’s unexpected push for self-representation
triggered a Faretta hearing — a constitutional
safeguard that comes into play when a federal
defendant insists on going it alone. He was
pressed to demonstrate that he fully
understood not only the charges against him
but also the risks of taking on his own defense.

May answered in the affirmative on all counts
after being warned of the many risks “inherent
in proceeding” without counsel — including
that he would receive no legal assistance at
any stage of the case, from pretrial motions to
jury selection to potential sentencing,.

ok



Post
Remaining

Subscribe today for full access

Current subscriber? Login here

{Andrew Fancher/FITSNews)

¥k

While May’s request was ultimately granted,
the court appointed “standby counsel” —
Smith and Thompson — to remain available
for guidance during trial, particularly during
jury selection, which Currie noted is
“complicated, even for some attorneys.”

May, a political strategist with no legal
background, then found himself acting as his
own attorney. In his first act representing
himself, May announced that he was “nearly
complete” with a draft motion to suppress the
federal search warrant executed at his
residence the previous year.

As a result of his new counsel arrangement,
multiple search warrants were unsealed for his
review that same day — including the
residential warrant — which he was permitted
to examine before being returned to the
Edgefield County Detention Center.

As arranged, May was escorted to the federal
courthouse in Columbia on Wednesday
morning to personally deliver his motion(
.pdf), which ultimately totaled 32 pages.




Submitted in pencil on notebook paper, the
filing accused Lorenzen of acting with “at lez .
reckless disregard for the truth” by omitting
“material statements from her probable canse
affidavit” and by “including false statements”
in the same affidavit to justify last year’s raid
on his home.

While the motion might at first read like the
work of a desperate defendant, May’s
submission underscores clear contradictions
between what Lorenzen swore to in her
probable cause affidavit and what she later
testified to during his detention hearing.

As explicitly laid out, the search of May’s
home for “possession of child pornography”
was secured upon the special agent’s
assurance (,pdf) to a magistrate that
investigators were likely to find images or
videos of CSAM because individuals who
collect such material “rarely, if ever, dispose of
their sexually explicit materials.”

Nothing fitting that description was located on
any of May’s seized devices.

*okok

Post
Remaining

Subscribe today for full access

Current subscriber? Login here

RELATED | POLITICAL TIES AND HARD

DRIVES: THE FALL OF R} MAY



Post
Remaining

Subscribe today for full access

Current subscriber? Login here

Hesfe

At May’s June 2025 detention hearing,
Lorenzen testified (.pdf) in open court that it
is “very, very common” to execute search
warrants and uncover no artifacts of CSAM —
or “zero evidence” on seized devices — because
of the prevalence of cloud-based storage
systems.

May’s motion to suppress the warrant argued
the two statements are blatantly inconsistent,
asserting that Lorenzen misled the magistrate
in order to obtain the search warrant.

“With these facts in mind, it is reasonable to
infer such omissions and falsities by a careful
and capable police officer are unlikely to be
merely negligent,” May submitted.

Federal agents claim to have discovered
evidence of the Kik application having been
installed on May’s Android smartphone, along
with the username “joebidennnn69” and an
email address purportedly linked to the
account stored in the phone’s user dictionary.

Investigators also noted May’s laptop had
been used to search the word “hebephile” — a
clinical term describing someone with a
deviant sexual interest in pubescent children

— shortly after the same term appeared in a
Kik chat.

A hearing on May’s motion has been
scheduled for Wednesday, September, 24,
2025. His federal trial is set to begin in early
October.

This story may be updated.
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protected and accessed multiple
times, the accounts were all deleie _
before the warrant was served
because May was tipped off, May
had an alternate ID in the name of
“Eric Rentling” that he traveled
under and posted under — he’d be
better off taking his beating and
getting his sentence started now
rather than creating this circus side
show as he tries to defend himself.

On the other hand, not my monkey,
not my circus... might be interesting
to watch.
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~g here were major developments

" this week in the federal
government’s case against former
South Carolina state
representative Robert John “RJ” May
III — with the disgraced politician
announcing in court that he intended to
represent himself in his upcoming
criminal trial.

QOur lead investigative reporter Andy
Fancher — who has broken most of the major
R.J. May stories over the past year — was in
the Matthew J. Perry courthouse in downtown
Columbia, S.C. this week covering the
proceedings. In our first segment this week,
Andy breaks down the implications of May’s
surprising decision — discussing what may

- have motivated him to make it. Andy also
looks at a forthcoming motion from May to
suppress evidence collected by federal
investigators during the course of their
investigation into him — a motion May is set to
argue himself next Tuesday (September g,
2025).

In our second segment, special projects
director Dylan Nolan joined me to break
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Dylan and I also broke down the latest
developments in the ongoing drama
surrounding U.S. congresswoman Nancy
Mace — the current frontrunner for governor
of the Palmetto State. As we exclusively
reported earlier this week, S.C. chief

justice John Kittredge has consolidated a
number of civil and criminal cases with ties to
Mace — whose February 2025 “scorched earth”
speech spawned all manner of legal fallout.
Mace was also on the receiving end of the
2026 gubernatorial campaign’s first attack
ad... a broadside Dylan and I shared with our
audience.

Finally, we discussed our week’s top story —
the revival of the 2022-2024 ‘Days of our
Congressman’ scandal involving upstate
developer/real estate mogul Ron Rallis. Will
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independent, unapologetic coverage we
provide — please help us out and consider
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Also, if you are already a subscriber, please
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RJMay Seeks To Suppress
Evidence Ahead Of Child
Pornography Trial

by Andrew Fancher
@ September 11, 2025

Disgraced lawmaker claims
federal agent misled magistrate,
then offered contradicting
statements under ocath....

I RJMay Reps Himself, Nancy
Mace Lawsuits, Ron Rallis
Arrest - Weelk In Review
9/6/2025
by Will Folks @ September 6, 2025

News and notes......

RJMay to Represent Himself in

Federal Child Porn Trial

by Andrew Fancher
@ September 4, 2025

Disgraced ex-lawmaker dismisses
counsel ahead of federal trial on
child sexual abuse material
charges....




RJMay To Appear In Federal
Court
by FITSNews © September 3, 2025

AN

Disgraced former lawmaker seeks
attorney status hearing......

Disgraced South Carolina
Lawmaker RJ May Resigns
by FITSNews @ August 11, 2025

"Long-overdue..."...

RJMay, David Aylor, Senatorial
Sex Scandal - Week In Review
8/9/2025

by FITSNews O August g, 2025

News and notes......

Downfall Of R} May: Feds
Charge Oklahoma Nurse In
Ongoing Child Porn
Investigation

by Andrew Fancher ® Aungust 5, 2025

joebidennnnég: “Got more bad
moms?”...

RJ May Claims Former
Freedom Caucus Allies Owe
Him Thousands

by Andrew Fancher & August 4, 2025

Imprisoned lawmaker chasing
unpaid debts to his now-defunct
political consulting firm as he
awaits trial on child exploitation
charges....

S.C.Freedom Caucus Leader
Calls For Expulsion Of R) May

[}
by Will Folks @ July 28, 2025



"This matter can no longer
" &

Lexington Republican
Relaunches Candidacy, Calls
OnRJMay To Resign

by Will Folks & July 3, 2025

"Our community deserves better
than silence and uncertainty.”...

1;2-...;58j>

rj may Q

Latest News <>

Former S.C. House Candidate Sentenced To Prison Over Fraudulent $20 Million Will
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Federal judge sentences former GOP House candidate Cody Anderson to two years...

Federal Indictment: Lowcountry Man Accused Of Concealing ISIS Allegiance
O September 17, 2025 0




The Medical Condition Nobody Talks About
@ Seplember 17, 2025 10

b Solicitor David Stumbo Enters Attorney General Race: Crossroads 2026
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@ September 16, 2025 14
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b Murder Indictment Quashed,
Deep Dive Into RJ May
Investigation - Week In Review
6/21/2025
by Dylan Nolan @& June 22, 2025

Bombshell ruling quashes
indictment, May investigation
updates......

- Depravity Defined: The
Downfall Of R} May - Week In
Review 6/14/2025
by Dylan Nolan  © June 14, 2025

Recapping a revolting scandal......

RJ May Arrest: Charges Filed,
Bond Denied
by Jenn Wood @ June 12, 2025

A live feed of state lawmaker's
indictment and arraignment......

South Caralina Freedom
Caucus Responds To Arrest Of

RJMay
by FITSNews @ June 11, 2025




"We call for his immediate
resignation from the House."..,

Feds Arrest South Carolina
State Lawmaker RJMay
by FITSNews ® June 11, 2025

State representative in
custody......

Sources: Indictment, Arrest Of
S.C.Representative RJ May

‘Imminent’
by Will Folks & May 30, 2025

Embattled South Carolina
Representative RJMay Il
Returns To State House

by Dylan Nolan @ December 3, 2024

Lawmaker at the heart of child
porn investigation makes first
official appearance in months......

RJMay Saga: Federal
Document Details Seized
Devices

by Will Folks © October 25, 2024

Update on criminal probe of
former South Carclina Freedom
Caucus leader......

RiMay Update, Mica Miller
911 Calls, Badges Gone Bad,
Upskirt Drama - Week in
Review 8/24/2024

by FITSNews @ August 24, 2024

News and notes......



b RJMay Probe, Suspicious
Greenwood Death, Murdaug..
Podcast Drama - Week In

Review 8/10/2024
by Wil Folks © August 10, 2024

&

News and notes......
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® September 17, 2025 0

The Medical Condition Nobody Talks About
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Somebody's Feeling Froggy
About OQur RJ May Coverage
by Will Folks @ August g, 2024

It's a "conspiracy..."...

New York Mayor: This Commie

Is No Dummy

by Will Foiks & June 26, 2025

But that doesn't mean his homage
to Trump-inspired populism isn't
going to hasten the demise of
America's greatest city......

Political Ties & Hard Drives:
TheFallof R.J. May il

by Andrew Fancher @ June 20, 2025

Co-founder and former vice
chairman of the 8.C. Freedom
Caucus, R.J. May I was denied
bond after emerging as the central
figure in a child,,,

Former Murdaugh Clerk Of

Court Facing Perjury Rap
by FITSNews  May 13, 2025

Becky Hill investigation heats
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~ "some time ago."...

Greg Leon Murder Case:
Perjury Charge Filed
by Will Folks @ June 29, 2022

Accused murderer facing new

Mayhem On Interstate 26 In

South Carolina
by Will Folks @ August 16, 2021

Suspect dead, multiple crashes
following Sunday afternoon
carjacking pursuit ......

South Carolina Supreme Court
Justice’s Son-In-Law Accused
Of Perjury

by FITSNews @ October 30, 2019
Kaye Hearn's son-in-law

implicated in alleged conspiracy

Will Lewis Slapped With
Perjury, Second Misconduct In
Office Charge

by FITSNews & February 19, 2019

Problems mount for suspended
sheriff ......

South Carolina Lawmaker
Quiet Amid Forfeiture Filing,

Federal Investigation

by Andrew Fancher
® November 11, 2024
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Investigation Involving South
Carolina Lawmaker Focused
On ‘Child Exploitation’

by Will Folks @ August 6, 2024

First details emerge from search
of RJ May IHI's home......

B South Carolina Freedom

Caucus Leader Speaks Out
by Will Folks & April 18, 2023

Group’s vice chairman, RJ May
111, shares his thoughts on
escalating GOP civil war ......

South Carolina’s Freedom
Caucus Stares Down Ethics
Investigation

by Will Folks @ August 19, 2025

The latest front in the ongoing
battle for control of the Palmetto
State's powerful legislative branch
of government......

Needed Help For Those Who

Investigate Pedophiles
by Will Folks @ June 20, 2025




South Carolina's 'Internet Crim
Against Children’ unit gets som ~
additional support...... -

$.C. Legislative Panel To Hear
Ethics Complaint Against
Freedom Caucus Leader

by Will Folks @ June 5, 2025

Freedom Caucus on the
defensive?...

Ethics Investigation Targets

E o rarmm e € ™ Frvmm ol v ™z mmm v
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Leader
by Will Folks @ May 20, 2025

Adam Morgan primary focus of
ongoing inquiry......

Palmetto Political Stock Index:
4/8/2025
by FITSNews @ April 8, 2025

Where should you invest your
Palmetto political capital this
week?...

South Carolina GOP

Establishment Goes ‘Full Diddy’
by Will Folks @ December 14, 2024

‘Republicans' hoping scandal
surrounding former Freedom
Cancus leader will sink South
Carolina's conservative
insurgency......

Qusted South Carolina Senator

Is Seeing Red
by Will Folks & November 11, 2024

Katrina Shealy launches new



Write-In Candidate To ~
Challenge Former S.C.Freedc...

Caucus Leader
by Will Folks @ October 23, 2024
“Our community deserves better

than a politician who hides from
accountability...”...
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Federal judge sentences former GOP House candidate Cody Anderson to two years...
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Sources: Feds Seized Multiple
Devices From South Carolina
Lawmaker

by Andrew Fancher
@ August 23, 2024

Multiple additional search
warranis involving state
representative R.J, May III are
reportedly in the works......

Lawmalker Sneers At Federal
Probe Involving Freedom

Caucus Member

by Andrew Fancher
@ August 23, 2024

"A pedophile within their

FITSNews Political Stock Index

- 8/13/2024
by FITSNews  August 13, 2024

Where to invest your political
capital......




‘Mica’s List’: Family Of Mica N
Miller Seeks Domestic Violei.._ ...
Reform

by Jenn Wood @ .July 18, 2024

"Coercive control ..."...

South Carolina Governor
Vetoes ‘Social Justice’ Budget
Proviso

by Dylan Nolan © July 3, 2024

"Republican” supermajority
strikes again ...

SCFreedom Caucus Holds Off
‘Republican’ Establishment
by FiTSNews @ June 11, 2024

Conservative wing of SCGOP
supermajority beats back
establishment onslaught ......

2024 South Carolina Primary
Preview

by Mark Powell ® June 10, 2024

“Palitics is a blood sport in South
Carolina.”...

2024 Endorsements: Reject
South Carolina's Ruling ‘Uni-
party’

by Will Folks @ June 6, 2024
There's a slate of candidates
challenging South Carolina's

failed status quo ... you should
vote forit....

Mica Miller Saga: Deal Reached
On Personal Effects
by Dylan Nolan @ June 5, 2024

Family advocates for ‘Mica's Law'
to expand domestic violence
statutes in South Carolina ......



FITSNews Political Stock Ind

- 6/4/2024
by FiTSNews @ June 4, 2024
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Where should you invest your
political capital this week?...
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©® September 16, 2025 210
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Showing 1-11 of 880 results for rj may

CRIME & COURTS POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Accused child sex abuser R} May flles motion to R} May attacks search warrant, law officer in bid to
suppress evidence against him suppress child sex evidence

September 10, 2025 at 2:38 PM September 11, 2025 at 5:30 AM

POLITICS B GOVERNMENT POLITICS & GOVERNMENT




Accused child porn sharer R) May III kicks lawyers Who wants to finish R} May’s SC House term? Here's
out, will represent himself who filed in Lexington County

September 4, 2025 at 12:01 PM September 8, 2025 at 11:35 AM

CRIME & COURTS CRIME & COURTS

Jailhouse texts show accused child porn distributor R] May's federal child porn distribution trial
R) May warries, will fight expected to last 6 days

August 18, 2025 at 11:23 AM August 20, 2025 at 11:58 AM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Suspended SC state Rep. R] May resigns as he faces
federal child porn charges

August 11, 2025 at 2:00 PM

POUITICS & GOVERNMENT POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Suspended state Rep. R) May allegedly sent child SC House Ethics opens inquiry for ‘conduct
pern to Oklahema nurse, Feds say unbecoming’ amid R) May indictment



August 6, 2025 at 10:28 AM

CRIME & COURTS

How internet sex crime hunters snared SC State
Rep. R} May in a digital trap

July 2, 2025 at 5:30 AM
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Showing 12-22 of 880 resuits for rj may

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT CRIME & COURTS

Will R) May be expelled from SC House? Here's what State Rep. R] May gets taxpayer-financed fawyer in
wouid need to happen child sex material cases

June 13, 2025 at 3:22 PM June 24,2025 5t 12:13 PM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT POLITICS & GOVERNMENT
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South Carolina Rep. R] May taken into custody on 5C state Rep, R] May suspended fram Freedom
potential federal charges Caucus amid federal criminal investigation

june 11, 2025 at 6:10 PM December 12, 2024 at 10138 AM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Criminal charges involving SC state Rep. R} May Write-in candidate challenges SC Rep R} May after
ceuld come within 3 months, feds say his investigation by Homeland Security

October 25, 2024 at 6:34 PM October 22, 2024 at 12213 PM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Feds serve search warrant at SC state Rep. R] May
III's house, sources say. What we know

August 9, 2024 at 4:41 PM

POLITICS 8 GOVERNMENT POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

R] May wins runoff, will likely represent Lexington SC State Rep. R.). May, likely subject of criminal
County at State House in 2021 investigation, takes seat in new House



June 23, 2020 at 8:26 PM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

December 3, 2024 at 1:26 PM

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Failed threats of change? GOP challenge in SC SC House to start budget debate. Here's what's

House primary may not have done much

June 14, 2024 at 5:00 AM
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By: SKYLAR LAIRB - Wednesday August 8, 2028

An Oklahoma man is accused of receiving videos of children being
sexually abused from a person investigators believe to be state Rep. RJ
May. Christian Soto, a registered nurse in Oklahoma City, was arrested
last week on charges of receiving and possessing child pornography, as
well as possessing ammunition in violation of a restraining order, [...]

Former Rep. May to represent himself in trial on
charges of sending child sex abuse videos

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Thursday September 4, 2025

COLUMBIA — Former Rep. RJ May can represent himself in his trial, a
federal judge decided Thursday. May was arrested in June on 10
charges of sending images and videos of children being sexual abuse.
He has pleaded not guilty. The founding member of the ultra-
conservative Freedom Caucus resigned his House seat last month. A

[...]

Freedom Caucuses push for conservative state laws,
but getting attention is their big success

By: ELAINE 8. POVICH - Wednesday April 3, 2024

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — When a Republican colleague threatened to
read aloud from a 2-foot stack of books — including a biblical guide to
leadership and a tome by anti-tax activist Grover Norquist — to protest
inaction on his bills last week, Missouri state Sen. Rick Brattin quickly
took up the cause. Seizing on a chance to [...]

How former Rep. RJ May is preparing from jail for trial
on charges of sending child sex abuse videos

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Wednesday September 10, 2025

COLUMBIA — Former state Rep. RJ May walked into federal court
Wednesday with a legal motion consisting of 32 pages handwritten on
the front and back of lined paper. May, a founder of the South Carolina
House's ultra-conservative Freedom Caucus, opted last week to defend
himself against charges of distributing images and videos of children

[...]
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Trial for ex-SC representative pushed back to October
By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Wednesday August 20, 2025

COLUMBIA — Former Rep. RJ May's trial on accusations of distributing
videos and images of children being sexually abused should begin in
October, a federal judge decided Wednesday. May, a West Columbia
Republican and founding member of the ultra-conservative Freedom
Caucus, resigned his House seat earlier this month. He has pleaded not
guilty to the [...]

SC legislator accused of distributing videos of child
sexual abuse resigns House seat

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Monday August 11, 2025

COLUMBIA — Rep. RJ May has resigned his House seat two months
after his arrest on charges of distributing child sexual abuse material,
according to a letter the House Speaker's Office received Monday. The
West Columbia Republican, who remains in jail without bond, has been
suspended from the House without pay since his June arrest, [...]

SC representative arrested, booked in Lexington
County jail

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Wednesday June 11, 2025

COLUMBIA — A state legislator and founding member of the ultra-
conservative House Freedom Caucus was booked in the Lexington
County jail Wednesday, according to online jail records. No charges
were listed for 38-year-old Rep. RJ May, a West Columbia Republican.
Instead, a jail booking with his name and age indicated he was being
held “pre-trial” [...]

SC representative charged with distributing child
sexual abuse material

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Thursday June 12, 2025

COLUMBIA — A state representative will remain in jail without bond on
charges of distributing child sexual abuse material, a federal judge
decided Thursday. Rep. RJ May, a founding member of the state's
ultra-conservative Freedom Caucus, faces 10 counts of distributing




child sexual abuse material, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office.
May pleaded not guilty {...]

Dorchester County legislator resigns from SC House
seat

By: SEANNA ADCOX - Wednesday August 20, 2025

A Dorchester County Republican resigned from the South Carolina
House on Wednesday, triggering another special election for a
Statehouse seat. Rep. Chris Murphy submitted his “irrevocable
resignation” to House Speaker Murrell Smith, with an effective date of
Jan, 5, That's one day before voters go to the polls to replace him and
one week before [...]

SC House speaker re-elected over Freedom Caucus
opposition
By: SEANNA ADCOX - Wednesday December &, 2024

Editor's note: This article was updated Wednesday following House
committee assighments. COLUMBIA — The challenged re-election -
Tuesday of House Speaker Murrell Smith indicates the civil war
between the majority Republicans and an uber-conservative faction
isn't subsiding. The re-election of the Sumter Republican to a second
full term leading the South Carolina House was never really |...]
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charges

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Tuesday June 24, 2025

COLUMBIA — A taxpayer-funded attorney will defend suspended Rep.
RJ May against charges of distributing child sexual abuse material, a
federal judge decided Tuesday. May, a founding member of the uber-
conservative House Freedom Caucus, pleaded not guilty to the charges
June 12. He was arrested the day before at his West Columbia home.
But the [...]

SC Freedom Caucus leader could soon face federal
charges, court filing confirms

By: ABRAHAM KENMORE - Friday October 25, 2024

COLUMBIA — The founder of South Carolina’s uber-conservative
House Freedom Caucus had multiple electronic devices seized by
federal law enforcement in August, which could soon be used for
criminal charges, according to a document filed Thursday in federal
court. A US. Attorney is asking the court for more time in a case
involving Rep. RJ [...]

SC senator resigns seat following Alzheimer’s
diagnosis
By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Monday August 1, 2025

COLUMBIA — State Sen. Roger Nutt resigned his Upstate seat Monday
after being diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease, the Moore Republican
said in a news release. Rep. Bobby Cox, a Greer Republican, has
announced he will run for Nutt's seat representing parts of
Spartanburg and Greenville counties, To do so, Cox also resigned
Monday from his [...]

SC Republicans hopeful for tax reform, vouchers with
new Senate supermajority

By: SKYLAR LAIRD - Monday November 18, 2024
COLUMBIA — Returning to the Statehouse with a supermajority in the
House and Senate, Republicans are hopeful to easily pass priorities

such as cutting taxes and restoring school choice vouchers, leaders
said. However, questions remain about the details and debates in 2025,
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PALMETTO POLITICS

RJ May appears as his own lawyer in court for the first time

BY ANNA WILDER, AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM SEP 10, 2025

Former state Rep. RJ May was in federal court Sept. 10 acting as his own lawyer for this first time. A day earlier, a
House Ethics Committee considered a complaint that is widely considered to be about May.




PALMETTO POLITICS

Former SC state Rep. RJ May to represent himself in trial on child pornography charges

BY ANNA WILDER AWI!LDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM SEP 4, 2025

Former South Carolina Rep. RJ May told a judge that he would like to represent himself in a trial that is likely to
start in October. He faces charges associated with distributing child pornography.



PALMETTO POLITICS

Trial date set for former SC state lawmaker accused of distributing child pornography

BY ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AUG 20, 2025

Former State lawmaker RJ May appeared in federal court Aug. 20 when trial dates were set surrounding charges he
faces on distributing child sexual abuse material.




PALMETTO POLITICS

AG candidate David Pascoe pledges to root out corruption at the Statehouse

BY NICK REYNOQLDS NREYNOLDS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AUG 20, 2025

First Circuit Solicitor David Pascoe has made fighting Statehouse corruption a cornerstone of his young campaign
for attorney general. While he offered a variety of proposals, he didn't name names.



PALMETTO POLITICS
SC Statehouse dominoes falling into place after 3 resignations on I day and I House ethics probe

BY ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM UPDATED AUG 17, 2025

Three South Carolina lawmakers resigned from their positions on the same day, triggering multiple special elections.
A House Ethics probe into one of the lawmakers will likely continue.




PALMETTO POLITICS
State Rep. RJ May resigns months after being charged with distributing child sex abuse material

BY NICK REYNOLDS AND ANNA WILDER NREYNOLDS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AUG 11, 2025

South Carolina Rep. RJ May has resigned from office two months after his arrest on charges of distributing child

sexual abuse materials.



PALMETTO POLITICS

After child porn charges, RJ May went from SC's firebrand to a symbol of what he preached
against

BY ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AUG 7, 2025 12 MIN TO READ

Colleagues and close friends describe betrayal and disbelief after the arrest of RJ May. Known as a "freedom fighter"
and effective monitor of change among conservatives. In June, he was indicted on 10 counts of child pornography.




EDITORIALS

Editorial: Note to North Charleston: ‘Suspended’ means ‘without pay’

BY THE EDITORIAL STAFF JUL 10, 2025

North Charleston’s decision to keep paying City Council member Mike A. Brown after he was indicted and
suspended back in February is nnusual and might not even be legal.

COMMUNITY NEWS
George Howle returns as pastor to Kingstree United Methodist Church

SUBMITTED NEWS JUL 9, 2025



On Sunday, June 29, the Kingstree United Methodist congregation warmly welcomed Pastor George Howle back,
recognizing his years of dedicated s...

PALMETTO POLITICS
SC House Ethics Commitiee retains outside lawyers to investigate member's alleged conduct

BY ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM JUL 1, 2025

The House Ethics Committee met July 1 to discuss a complaint against a member of Legislature assumed to be State
Rep. RJ May. May was recently indicted by a federal grand jury on 10 counts of distributing child sex abuse
material.




PALMETTC POLITICS

Accused state Rep. RJ May says he's broke as he gets public defender in child pornography case

BY NICK REYNOLDS NREYNOLDS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM JUN 24, 2025

Lexington County Republican RJ May declared to a court he had no assets available to retain private counsel to
defend him against 10 counts of distributing child pornography.



PALMETTO POLITICS

Bond denied for SC state lawmaker indicted on 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse
material

BY NICK REYNOLDS, ANNA WILDER AND TIFFANY TAN NREYNOLDS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM
TTAN@POSTANDCOURIER.COM

UPDATED JUN 12, 2025

State Rep. RJ May, R-Lexington, of the SC House Freedom Caucus has been indicted on 10 counts of distributing
child sexual abuse materials.




PALMETTO POLITICS

Co-founder of SC Statehouse's conservative Freedom Caucus faces federal arraignment at 10:30
today

BY NICK REYNOLDS NREYNOLDS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM AND ANNA WILDER AWILDER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM JUN 11, 2025

RJ May, a flamethrowing South Carolina House Republican who co-founded the hardline House Freedom Caucus,
has been booked into the Lexington County Detention Center,
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SC Republican Rep. RJ May arrested,
in Lexington County custody

Jun 11,2025

RJ May, a Lexington County Republican lawmaker, was taken into
custody Wednesday on pending federal charges.

Republican SC Rep. RJ May charged
with distributing child sex abuse
material

Jun 12,2025

South Carolina Rep. RJ May, a Lexington County Republican who
cofounded the House Freedom Caucus, was indicted on federal
charges of distributing child sex abuse material. Following
indictment, House Speaker suspends May.

South Carolina Public Radio News a..

TA




Suspended SC Rep. RJ May assigned
public defender in child sex abuse
material case

Jun 24, 2025

Suspended SC Rep. RJ May, a Lexington County Republican, has
been assigned a public defender as he faces 10 counts of
distributing child sex abuse material.

Oklahoma man charged in child sex
abuse material case connected to
suspended SC Rep. RJ May

Aug 6, 2025

Christian Soto, identified in federal court documents as a
registered nurse in Oklahoma, has been indicted in a child sex
abuse material case connected to suspended South Carolina Rep.
RJ May.

SC House panel starts investigation
after GOP leader files ethics complaint
against RJ May

Jul 1, 2025

A S.C. House panel started its investigation into a complaint made
against a legislator. Last month, the chamber's majority leader
filed a complaint, calling for suspended Rep. RJ May's expulsion.

Ex-SC Rep. RJ May to represent
himself at trial in his federal child sex
abuse material case

Sen 4. 2025

South Carolina Public Radio News a.
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South Carolina lawmaker awaiting trial
on child sex abuse material charges
resigns from office

Aug 11,2025

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — A Republican lawmaker in South Carolina
has resigned from the House while awaiting trial on charges of
distributing child sexual abuse material. RJ May's resignation
letter, dated Thursday, reached House leadership on Monday. May
was elected in 2020, His replacement could be chosen in a special
election before the 2026 session.
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No Smoke Eclipse

Jun7, 1996

NPR's Richard Harris travels to Chattanooga, Tenn., where R.J. Reynolds this week began test-
marketing its new 'Eclipse’ cigarette. Eclipse is designed to produce much less smoke than normal
cigarettes. Even though R.J. Reynolds is not marketing the cigaretie as safer, smokers seem to
perceive it that way. And health experts question how much safer it really is. Eclipse also raises
regulatory issues.

May Apple

jviay 14, 2015
Rudy identifies a plant, with "umbrella-shaped leaves,‘that a
listener found near Ft. Mill, SC.

LISTEN « 100

How Tobacco Plants May Be Key In Preventing COVID-19

Oct 14, 2020

Historically tobacco plants are responsible for their share of iilness and death. But two companies
are using the plants o produce proteins for a vaccine. One candidate vaccine is in clinical trials.

Tobacco Company Told To Pay $23.6B In Lawsuit

Jul 21,2014

The R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. has been hit with a $23.6 billion ruling from a lawsuit brought by a
chain smoker's widow.

LISTEN « 1116



81°

Charleston, SC
Live Vides WNews Llves lnvestigates Weather Tralfle Pelitles Sports Q

)

BREAKING: Judge: Charleston County magistrate facing child porn
charge to stay in custody
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SC Rep. RJ May resigns amid federal child sex abuse material case

Aug 11, 2025

Ex-SC Rep. RJ May to represent himself in federal trial over child sexual abuse material

Sep 04, 2025

SC Rep. RJ May granted public defender in federal child sex abuse material case

Jun 24, 2025




Ex-SC Rep. RJ May seeks delay in federal trial on child sex abuse material charges

Aug 12, 2025

SC Rep. RJ May resigns amid federal child sex abuse material case

Aug 11, 2025
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Aug 11, 2025

SC House Ethics Committee opens investigation into state representative

Jul 01, 2025

Oklahoma nurse accused of exchanging child sexual abuse material with SC Rep. RJ
May

Aug 05, 2025

SC House Majority Leader calls to expel Rep. facing federal sex crime charges

Jun 13, 2025

5.C. lawmaler calls for meeting to consider expulsion of Rep. RJ May

Jul 30, 2025




SC Rep. RJ May granted public defender in federal child sex abuse material case
Jun 24, 2025

WATCH: Gov. McMaster comments on allegations against SC Rep. RJ May
Jun 18, 2025

WATCH: U.S. Attorney speaks after arraignment of SC Rep. RJ May
Jun 12, 2025

SC Rep. RJ May indicted on federal child sex abuse material charges
Jun 12, 2025

What primary results could mean for GOP fractures at SC State House

Jun 14, 2024

Prosecutors say Republican lawmaker used name ‘joebidennnn69’ to send child sex
material

Jun 13, 2025

5.C. House members create Freedom Caucus

Apr 20, 2022




South Carolina lawmaker: Trump can be buried at state Capitol

Feb 26, 2021

Three S.C. representatives file bill calling for term limits for U.S. House, Senate seats

Jan 14, 2021
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BREAKING: Judge: Charleston County magistrate facing child porn
charge to stay in custody

SC Rep. RJ May resigns amid federal child sex
abuse material case

7 Trapical '-'»trm Q?in has formed in

Suspended South Carolina state Rep. RJ May has resigned nearly two months after receiving a federal indictment
related to child sexual abuse material.

By WIS News 10 Staff

Published: Aug. 11, 2025 at 12:57 PM EDT | Updated: Aug. 11, 2025 at 4:50 PM EDT
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The South Carolina House Speaker's Office confirmed May's resignation on Monday.

"Earlier today, my office confirmed receipt of Mr. May's resignation from the House, which | have
accepted with immediate effect. Our prayers remain with the victims, and we will continue to seek
justice and accountability,” House Speaker Murrell Smith said in a statement provided to WIS.

The office also provided a copy of May's resignation letter, which reads:

“I have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and constituents to resign immediately from
the South Cuarolina House of Represeintatives. Please accept this letter as my forimal resignation from
the South Carolina House of Representatives. It has been an honor to serve the people of District 88"
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g . | /\L(/O{/‘ d/ “ I i
The Hon, G, Murrell Smith, Jr, \ !
Speaker of the House of Representatives M /%
South Carofina House of Representatives [,/ /

506 Blatt Building
Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Mr. Speaker,

1 have decided that it is in the best interest of my family and constiluents fo resign
immediately from the South Carolina FHouse of Representatives, Please accept this
letier ag my formal resignation from the South Carolina House of Representatives.
1t hag been an honor fo serve the people of District 88.

; Sincerely,

Robért J. $B/1.” May, fill

SC Rep. R) May resigns amid federal child sex abuse material case {WIS)

The decision comes just over a month after the South Carolina House Ethics Committee launched an
investigation into May for potential misuse of office and alleged conduct unbecoming of a member.

fn a statement on Monday, House Majority Leader Davey Hiott said he hopes the ethics committee’s
investigation continues and "will follow its process through to conclusion, regardiess of his
resignation.”




May, a Republican who represented the Lexington area, was indicted on 10 federal counts of
distributing child sexual abuse material and was suspended soon after his arrest in June. As of
Monday, he remains jailed pending a federal trial.

The resignation also comes nearly a week after a man in Oklahoma was also indicted on federal
charges, with allegations including that he exchanged child sexual abuse material with May.

Those charges carry a maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a minimum of five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine. A pretrial conference for May is currently scheduled for Aug. 20, with jury selection
starting as early as September.

BACKGROUND ON ALLEGATIONS

According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the social messaging app Kik alerted the Mational Center for
Missing and Exploited Children in April 2024 of several videos containing child sex abuse from an
account with the username “joebidennnn69.,” Investigators found at least 10 of those videos had
been shared from that account and connected it with May’s mobiie device and home IP address.

An unsealed memo states Kik compiled data from May’s alleged account in July 2024, with content
containing 265 videos depicting child sexual abuse material. The data also showed May's account
allegedly sent or received nearly 1,150 messages with other Kik users, with some discussing trading
child sexual abuse material.

MORE COVERAGE

-

Oklahoma nurse accused of exchanging child sexual abuse material with SC Rep, RS May

SC House Ethics Commitiee opens investigation into state representative

SC Rep. R May granted public defender in federal child sex abuse material case

Horrific”, Gov. McMaster comments on allegations against SC Rep. RJ May

SC Rep. R} May indicted on federal child sex abuse material charges, 1o remain detained



"Agents confirmed during surveillance of the residence, and again during the search of the
residence. that the Wi-Fi at the May residence was password protected,” an indictment read in part.
“Thus, for the CSAM activity on Kik to have been conducted by someone other than May, that
person would have had to know the Wi-Fi password.”

Activity on the account was also accessed via a virtual private network as well as a Verizon Wireless
account, per documents.

Documents also state that a forensic analysis of May's phone showed he deleted Kik as well as other
apps Telegram, Mega and Loki Messenger, within seconds of each other in April 2024. 1t also showed
May allegedly used Kik to discuss the use of Telegram and Messenger, which prosecutors noted
“both of which are applications that have frequently been used by individuals engaged in CSAM
activity due to their encryption and foreign ownership.”

The memo states May's Mega account was registered to the name “Eric Rentling,” which was an alias
he aflegedly used to create a Facebook account in that name. Investigators found the photo
associated with the Facebook account “appears to be a picture of the back of May's head.”

Investigators also found the Eric Rentling account had conversations in Spanish with women from
Colombia that “consisted largely of arranging ‘meet up' dates, time, price negotiations, and rules
regarding the videoing of sexual encounters, all of which are indicative of sex work.” May would also
allegedly conduct Facebook searches on South Carolina political candidates while on the Eric
Rentling account, including those of his most recent primary opponent.

The memo further states May's activity on Kik revealed "he has a sexual interest in children the same
age as his own children” and that he has "a sexual interest in incest” between young children and
their parents.

“May engaged in this behavior on his cell phone and from his own home on multiple occasions,
presumably without his wife's knowledge,” the memo reads. “If he can hide this criminal activity from
the person he shares a bedroom with, then he can easily hide it from any court enforcement

macrhaniem Flirtharmnra thara ic avidanca that ha hac racanths travealed tn Snnith Amarica tn annanea




Last August, federal Homeland Security Investigations agents seized nearly three-dozen devices,
including cellphones, hard drives, and thumb drives, from May, according to an unsealed court
document filed in October.

The court filing was a request from the U.S, Attorney's Office, asking for more time with the evidence
investigators seized, which was permitted. in it, the federal government said it had expected to
criminally indict May by March of this year, though it was unclear at that time what charges were
expected to be brought against him or the scope and nature of the investigation.

This is a developing story. Stay with WIS News 10 for updates.

Feel more informed, prepared, and connected with WIS, For more free content like this, subscribe to our
email newsletter, and download our apps. Have feedback that can help us improve? Click here.

Copyright 2025 WIS. All rights reserved.
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Walkergrey | Sponsored

Heart Surgeon Begs Americans: Stop Drinking This Plant Based Milk
Well Being For All | Sponsored

A Lifetime of Bags, One Final Sale — Up to 80% Off

After 50 years of handcrafting bags, Junie is refiring. Her final collection is now 80% off — timeless designs,
lovingly made, and available only while they last.

Junie Boutique | Sponsored

Just Add 1 Drop Of This Household Item To Any Dark Spot and Wait 3...
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May to represent himself in
federal trial over child sexual abuse material

Published: Sep. 4, 2025 at 4:33 PM EDT | Updated: Sep. 4, 2025 at 11:00 PM EDT
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A former South Carolina state lawmaker has elected to represent himself in his upcoming federal trial.

Watching Your Wallet: Get a jump on S
winter spending

Updated: 11 hours ago
Watching Your Wallet: Get a jump on winter spending

Wilmington Fire Department stresses “Call
Before You Dig” initiative amidst recent
 strikes to gas lines
| Updated: 11 hours ago
"It's life safety for the public and it's life safety for the first
responders as well. Prevention is critical here,” said Community
Risk Reduction Coordinator at the Wilmington Fire Department, Wendy Gianni-King.

This Day in History: Central High joins
registry for historic places
Updated: 11 hours ago

Best Life: Fibermaxxing 101 and the
importance of fiber in your diet
Updated: 11 hours ago

Bossier officers released from hospital after
being shot
Updated: 11 hours ago |

Officers Morris and Simon have been released after being shot on :f"-
Sunday, Sept. 14.

| Mayor Arceneaux talks Over the Edge &
- Block by Block
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SC Rep. RJ May granted public defender in
federal child sex abuse material case

This ad will end in 30 seconds You can skip this ad in 15 seconds

State Rep. RJ May has been granted a public defender in his federal child sex abuse material case after claiming
his only asset was his truck.

By WIS News 10 Staff




Published: Jun. 24, 2025 at 3:04 PM EDT | Updated: Jun. 24, 2025 at 7:32 PM EDT
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WIS) - A state lawmaker from Lexington County was back in federal court in his case
involving child sex abuse material charges.

Rep. RJ May (R, Lexington) appeared before a federal judge Tuesday for an attorney status hearing.
May appeared without legal counsel and requested that the court appoint a public defender.

May was also ordered to sign a financial affidavit saying his only asset in his name was a truck, which
is what led to him being assigned a public defender.

MORE COVERAGE

[ ‘Horrific”, Gov. McMaster comiments on allegations against SC Rep. RJ May ]

[ SC Rep. R] May indicted on federal child sex a‘buse material charges, to remain detained ]

A motion for discovery was also filed by May's public defender.

May has been ordered to remain detained pending trial. Records show the next scheduled hearing in
the case will be Aug. 20, with jury selection scheduled for Sept. 10.

BACKGROUND

May is charged with 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse material. Those charges carry a
maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a minimum of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine.

He was suspended from his role in the South Carolina House following his arrest in Lexington
County.



{Caption: Rep. R} May, R — Lexington, speaks during a debate in the House of Representatives chamber of the
South Carolina State House in Columbia on Jan. 17, 2024} (Mary Green)

According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the social messaging app Kik alerted the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children in April 2024 of several videos containing child sex abuse from an
account with the username "joebidennnn69.” Investigators found at least 10 of those videos had
been shared from that account and connected it with May's mobile device and home IP address.

An unsealed memo states Kik compiled data from May's alleged account in July 2024, with content
containing 265 videos depicting child sexual abuse material. The data also showed May's account
allegedly sent or received nearly 1,150 messages with other Kik users, with some discussing trading
child sexual abuse material.

Kik's data also included |P addresses from each message that was sent, with May's account being
used at his home's Wi-Fi network 958 times.

"Agents confirmed during surveillance of the residence, and again during the search of the
residence. that the Wi-Fi at the May residence was password protected,” an indictment read in part.
“Thus, for the CSAM activity on Kik to have been conducted by someone other than May, that
person would have had to know the Wi-Fi password.”




Activity on the account was also accessed via a virtual private network as well as a Verizon Wireless
account, per documents, '

Documents also state that a forensic analysis of May's phone showed he deleted Kik as well as other
apps Telegram, Mega and Loki Messenger, within seconds of each other in April 2024. It also showed
May allegedly used Kik to discuss the use of Telegram and Messenger, which prosecutors noted
“both of which are applications that have frequently been used by individuals engaged in CSAM
activity due to their encryption and foreign ownership.”

The memo states May's Mega account was registered to the name “Eric Rentling,” which was an alias
ne allegedly used to cieale a Facebook account in that naine. Investigaiors found the photo
associated with the Facebook account "appears to be a picture of the back of May's head.”

Investigators also found the Eric Rentling account had conversations in Spanish with women from
Colombia that “consisted largely of arranging ‘'meet up’ dates, time, price negotiations, and rules
regarding the videoing of sexual encounters, all of which are indicative of sex work.” May would also
allegedly conduct Facebook searches on South Carolina political candidates while on the Eric
Rentling account, including those of his most recent primary opponent.

The memo further states May's activity on Kik revealed "he has a sexual interest in children the same
age as his own children” and that he has "a sexual interest in incest” between young children and
their parents.

“May engaged in this behavior on his cell phone and from his own home on multiple occasions,
presumably without his wife's knowledge,” the memo reads. “If he can hide this criminal activity from
the person he shares a bedroom with, then he can easily hide it from any court enforcement
mechanism. Furthermore, there is evidence that he has recently traveled to South America to engage
in commercial sex, again presumably without his wife’s knowledge that he ever even left the country.
Thus, he is very likely to be able to evade detection by court enforcement of release conditions.”

Last August, federal Homeland Security investigations agents seized nearly three-dozen devices
including cellphones, hard drives, and thumb drives, from May, according to an unsealed court
document filed in October.

The court filing was a request from the U.S. Attorney's Office, asking for more time with the evidence
investigators seized, which was permitted. In it, the federal government said it had expected to



criminally indict May by March of this year, though it was unclear at that time what charges were
expected to be brought against him or the scope and nature of the investigation.

State law requires the Speaker of the House immediately suspend state representatives who are
indicted in state or federal court for certain crimes, including felonies, without pay until they are
acquitted, convicted, plead guilty, or plead nolo contendere.

Lawmakers who are convicted lose their seat, while those who are acquitted or whose charges are
dismissed can be reinstated and receive back pay.

Feel more informed, prepared, and connected with WIS. For more free content like this, subscribe to our
email newsletter, and download our apps. Have feedback that can help us improve? Click here.

Copyright 2025 WIS. All rights reserved.
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After 50 years of handcrafting bags, Junie is retiring. Her final collection is now 80% off — timeless designs,
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Ex-SC Rep. RJ May seeks delay in federal trial

on child sex abuse material charges
Published: Aug. 12, 2025 at 11:31 PM EDT
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This ad will end in 14 seconds

A former South Carolina state representative is now looking to delay his trial on charges linked to child sex abuse
material.
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-winter spending




Wilmington Fire Department stresses “Call
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Before You Dig” initiative amidst recent
strikes to gas lines

Updated: 11 hours ago
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Suspended South Carolina state Rep. RJ May has resighed nearly two months after receiving a federal indictment
related to child sexual abuse material.
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SC House Ethics Committee opens
investigation into state representative

The House Ethics Committee meets on the grounds of the South Carolina State House in Columbia on July 1,
2025,

By Mary Green
Published: Jul. 1, 2025 at 10:50 PM EDT | Updated.: Jul. 1, 2025 at 11:20 PM EDT
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCSC) - A member of South Carolina's House of Representatives is now under
investigation by fellow lawmakers.




On Tuesday, the House Ethics Committee unanimously voted to open an investigation into a curreng,
state representative for potential misuse of office and alleged conduct unbecoming of a member.

Because of House rules requiring confidentiality for ethics complaints and investigations, members
were nhot able to disclose which person specifically they were investigating.

But the vote comes just weeks after Rep. RJ May, R-Lexington, was federally indicted on 10 counts of
distributing child sex abuse material.

May has been suspended from the House, as required by law upon his indictment, and remains in
jail, pending trial.

Shortly after May's indictment, House Majority Leader Davey Hiott, R-Pickens, requested the ethics
committee investigate May, citing conduct unbecoming of a member and May's business dealings
with other House members.

That started the process of potentially removing May from office,

“The committee has in its disposal the opportunity upon review of the results of that investigation to
determine what action is necessary — whether that's further the matter to the House floor for
consideration of expulsion, or does the matter stop with the committee? That’s in the hands of the
committee at the next juncture,” House Ethics Committee Chair Jay Jordan, R-Florence, told reporters
following Tuesday’'s meeting.

As part of this investigation, the House Ethics Committee will hire outside attorneys to investigate,
and the committee chair will have the power to issue subpoenas.

Jordan said they hope to move as quickly as possible and expect this matter will be wrapped up by
the end of the calendar year.
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A federal investigation involving a South Carolina state lawmaker now includes a man over 1,000 miles away.
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCSC/WIS) - Calls are now coming from inside the South Carolina State House to
expel a lawmaker indicted on federal charges.

Rep. RJ May, (R - Lexington) is charged with 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse material.

Those charges carry a maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a minimum of five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine.

South Carolina House Majority Leader Davey Hiott (R-Pickens) filed a complaint Friday with the
House Ethics Commitiee to begin the process of having May expelled from the chamber.

Hiott said in a statement that the caucus is "deeply disturbed” by the allegations and also clarified
May's position in the separate Freedom Caucus, not with the House Republican Caucus.

"During his tenure, he has continually proven that he has no true desire to help his constituents or
the people of South Carolina,” Hiott said. "His only desire to serve his own interests. This has become
even more clear in the most disturbing of ways.”

Lawmakers who are convicted lose their seat, while those who are acquitted or whose charges are
dismissed can be reinstated and receive back pay.

The governor does not have the power to remove members of the General Assembly from office.

Hiott also said he filed a complaint with the House Ethics Committee to further investigate May's
business dealings with lawmakers in the chamber.

Judge Shiva Hodges ordered May remain detained pending trial after a nearly two-hour arraignment
and detention hearing on Thursday.

May was also suspended from his role in the South Carolina House of Representatives on Thursday
via a letter penned by South Carolina House Speaker Murrell Smith.



Rep. RJ May, R — Lexington, speaks during a debate in the House of Representatives chamber of the South
Carolina State House in Columbia on Jan. 17, 2024 (Mary Green)

According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of South Carolina, the social messaging app
Kik alerted the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in April 2024 of several videos
containing child sex abuse from an account with the username “joebidennnn69.” Investigators found
at least 10 of those videos had been shared from that account and connected it with May's mobile
device and home IP address.

Last August, federal Homeland Security Investigations agents seized nearly three-dozen devices,
including cellphones, hard drives, and thumb drives, from May, according to an unsealed court
document filed in October.

The court filing was a request from the U.S. Attorney’s Office, asking for more time with the evidence
investigators seized, which was permitted. In it, the federal government said it had expected to
criminally indict May by March of this year. It was unclear at that time what charges were expected
to be brought against him or the scope and nature of the investigation.
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Rep. RJ May, R — Lexington, speaks during a debate in the House of Representatives chamber of the South
Carolina State House in Columbia on Jan. 17, 2024

State law requires the Speaker of the House to immediately suspend state representatives who are
indicted in state or federal court for certain crimes, including felonies, without pay until they are
acquitted, convicted, plead guilty, or plead nolo contendere. Lawmakers who are convicted lose their
seat, while those who are acquitted or whose charges are dismissed can be reinstated and receive
back pay.

May, who lives in West Columbia, was first elected to his District 88 seat in the House of
Representatives in 2020 and was most recently reelected to his third term last November.

He is a founding member of the hardline conservative South Carolina Freedom Caucus, which has
been part of the effort to push the Republican Party in South Carolina further to the right.

The Lexington County representative spearheaded the group’s strategy during its early years as it
frequently clashed with members of the larger House Republican Caucus, serving as vice chair of the




the group. Later that year, they confirmed May was suspended as a member.

May was marked present every day of this year's legislative session, which began in January and
ended in early May. However, the once-vocal member remained silent during debates on the House
floor, largely staying seated at his back-corner desk throughout the year.

"The people of District 88 elected me to do a job, and that’s what I'm here to do,” May said during a
House reorganizational session Dec. 3, in_response to reporters’ questions about the investigation
and upcoming session. “The people elected me to do a job, and 1l continue to do the job I've done
for the last four years.”
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Calls are now coming from inside the South Carolina State House to expel a lawmaker indicted on federal

charges.

By Mary Green and Michael Owens
Published: Jun. 12, 2025 at 9:35 AM EDT | Updated. Jun. 13, 2025 at 12:18 PM EDT
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCSC/WIS) - Calls are now coming from inside the South Carolina State House to
expel a lawmaker indicted on federal charges.




Rep. RJ May, (R — Lexington) is charged with 10 counts of distributing child sexual abuse material. o
Those charges carry a maximum 20-year prison sentence, with a minimum of five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine.

South Carolina House Majority Leader Davey Hiott (R-Pickens) filed a complaint Friday with the
House Ethics Committee to begin the process of having May expelled from the chamber.

Hiott said in a statement that the caucus is "deeply disturbed” by the allegations and aiso clarified
May's position in the separate Freedom Caucus, not with the House Republican Caucus.

“During his tenure, he has continually proven that he has no true desire to help his constituents or
the people of South Carolina,” Hiott said. “His only desire to serve his own interests. This has become
even more clear in the most disturbing of ways.”

Lawmakers who are convicted lose their seat, while those who are acquitted or whose charges are
dismissed can be reinstated and receive back pay.

The governor does not have the power to remove members of the General Assembly from office.

Hiott also said he filed a complaint with the House Ethics Committee to further investigate May's
business dealings with lawmakers in the chamber.

Judge Shiva Hodges ordered May remain detained pending trial after a nearly two-hour arraignment
and detention hearing on Thursday.

May was also suspended from his role in the South Carolina House of Representatives on Thursday
via a letter penned by South Carolina House Speaker Murrell Smith.



Rep. RJ May, R — Lexington, speaks during a debate in the House of Representatives chamber of the South
Carolina State House in Columbia on Jan, 17, 2024 (Mary Green)

According to the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of South Carolina, the social messaging app
Kik alerted the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in April 2024 of several videos
containing child sex abuse from an account with the username “joebidennnn69.” Investigators found
at least 10 of those videos had been shared from that account and connected it with May's mobile
device and home IP address.

Last August, federal Homeland Security Investigations agents seized nearly three-dozen devices,

including cellphones, hard drives, and thumb drives, from May, according to an unsealed court
document filed in October.

The court filing was a request from the U.S. Attorney's Office, asking for more time with the evidence
investigators seized, which was permitted. In it, the federal government said it had expected to
criminally indict May by March of this year. It was unclear at that time what charges were expected
to be brought against him or the scope and nature of the investigation.




Rep. RJ May, R — Lexington, speaks during a debate in the House of Representatives chamber of the South
Carolina State House in Columbia on Jan. 17, 2024

State law requires the Speaker of the House to immediately suspend state representatives who are
indicted in state or federal court for certain crimes, including felonies, without pay until they are
acquitted, convicted, plead guilty, or plead nolo contendere. Lawmakers who are convicted lose their
seat, while those who are acquitted or whose charges are dismissed can be reinstated and receive
back pay.

May, who lives in West Columbia, was first elected to his District 88 seat in the House of
Representatives in 2020 and was most recently reelected to his third term last November.

He is a founding member of the hardline conservative South Carolina Freedom Caucus, which has
been part of the effort to push the Republican Party in South Carolina further to the right.

The Lexington County representative spearheaded the group’s strategy during its early years as it
frequently clashed with members of the larger House Republican Caucus, serving as vice chair of the
Freedom Caucus until mid-2024, when the group elected new leadership.

Last November, after the search and seizure of May's property became public knowledge, Freedom
Caucus leaders declined to answer reporters’ questions at a news conference about his status with



the group. Later that yeat, they confirmed May was suspended as a member.

May was marked present every day of this year's legislative session, which began in January and
ended in early May. However, the once-vocal member remained silent during debates on the House
floor, largely staying seated at his back-corner desk throughout the year.

“The people of District 88 elected me to do a job, and that’s what I'm here to do,” May said during a
House reorganizational session Dec. 3, in response to repotters’ questions about the investigation
and upcoming session. “The people elected me to do a job, and I'll continue to do the job |'ve done
for the last four years.” '

Copyright 2025 WCSC. All rights reserved.

Heart Surgeon Begs Americans: Stop Drinking This Plant Based Milk
Well Being For Al | Sponsared

First-Ever Vacation Home in Miami Could Pay You Every Month

If you have $300,000 or more, this is an opportunity to get a brand new income-producing property in Miami at an
unbelievable price.

Hidden Market Deals | Sponsored

Dementia Has Been Linked To a Common Habit, Do You Do it?

Memory Health | Sponsored Learn More

Just Add 1 Drop Of This Household ltem To Any Dark Spot and Wait 3...
Soak Your Dark Spots With This One Thing (Trending Morning Routine)

WellnessGuide | Sponsored Learn more

Seniors Born 1941-1979 Receive 55 Benefits This Month if They Ask
Ridiculous benefits seniors are entitled to in 2025, but often forget to claim,

WalletJump | Sponsored Learn More




Here's The Average Price of a 6-Hour Gutter Upgrade in Talbotton

Thanks to this smart gutter upgrade its never been easier to prevent clogs and water damage and keep your home
protected year-round.

Homebuddy.com | Sponsored Read More

Talbotton: Here's The Average Price of a 6-Hour Gutter Upgrade

Thanks to this smart gutter upgrade its never been easier to prevent clogs and water damage and keep your home
protected year-round.

Homebuddy.com | Sponsored Read More

ADVERTISEMENT

Most Read

| (® Charleston Co. magistrate judge charged with possessing
child sex abuse material

- (® Judge sentences North Charleston man convicted in
husband’s shooting death

® Clemson fires 3 employees after investigation into social media posts




. a@ o

Charleston, 5C

= Llve Vides WNews Llve5 Investigates Westher Traffle Palltles Sperts

BREAKING: Judge: Charleston County magistrate facing child porn .

S.C. lawmaker calls for meeting to consider
expulsion of Rep. RJ May
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This ad wilt end in 15 seconds

A formal request has been made to begin the process of expelling a South Carolina state lawmaker facing federal
charges.
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South Carolina Gov. Henty McMaster commented for the first time on federal child sexual abuse material charges
against SC Rep. RJ May.
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