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SLED CHARGES FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE LEXINGTON COUNTY
REPUBLICAN PARTY WITH TWO COUNTS OF BREACH OF TRUST

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) charged Craig Thomas Caldwell, 42, with
two counts of Breach of Trust with Fraudulent Intent, value $10,000.00 or more on Friday, July
12, 2024. SLED was requested to investigate by the Lexington County Republican Party.

Details can be found in the attached warrants.

Caldwell was booked into the Lexington County Detention Center.

The case will be prosecuted by the 8™ Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
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ARREST WARRANT

QZ\J 2024A3210201787

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ D Municipality of
Lexington
THE STATE
against

Craig Thomas Caldwell

Address:

Lexington, SC 29072-7898
Phone: SSNi|
Sex M Race: W Heightt 5 10 Weight 205
DL State: “oLw -
DOB: 1982 Agency ORI #  SCLED0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer: William R Padgett, Jr - S00920
Offense: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent,

value $10,000 or more
Offense Code: 3424

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-13-0230(A)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL e el
X ] County  [] Municipaity of ) AFFIDAVIT Socaste
Lexington

Personally appeared before me the affiant William R Padgett, Jr who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Craig Thomas Caldwell

did within this county and state on orabout 6/6/2018 violate the criminal laws of the
State of South Carclina (or ordinance of County/ D Municipality of Lexington )

in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent, value $10,000 or more

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the foilowing facts:

That Craig Thomas Caldwell did in Lexington County, South Carolina, while serving as the Chairman of the Lexington County
Republican Party from 2016 through April 2023, willfully and unlawfully take $61,591.00 from the Lexington County Republican
Party bank account. The funds were transferred by Caldwell into his personal bank account. There were 147 total transfers from
2018 through 2023. Caldwell further admitted to covering these transfers up by falsifying monthly treasurer’s reports to submit to
the other members of the party. This incident occurred within the County of Lexington. This is in violation of Section 16-13-0230
(A) South Carolina Code of Laws (1976, as amended).

Signature of Affiant 6//

THis warrant 1s CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE  in_The

D County/ D Municipality of

is to be arrested and brought before me to be

The accused

dealt with according to the law.

(L.S)

Signature of Judge

Date:

RETURN
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered 10
defendant (€t Nwgeans  (GADWEW
on -\ - B0AN

i
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ugnamre of CansrauchLaw Enforcement Oficer

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
Mark H. Westbrook Judicial Center
205 East Main Street
Lexington, SC 29072

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
E‘ County/ D Municipality of

Lexington Affiant's Telephone

Affiant's Address P, O."Box 21398
Columbia, SC 29221-

S Nt N

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from .the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that

on orabout 6/6/2018 defendant  Craig Thomas Caldwell
did violate the cnminal laws of the State of South Carclina (or ordinance of
Kl County/ D Municipality of Lexinglon ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent, value $10,000 or more

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as

Judge'sAddress  Lexington County Judicial Center

) Lexington, SC 29072-
) Judge's Telephone (803)785..2594
Judge Code: 5059 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate [:’ Municipal D Circuit

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



ARREST WARRANT

%\{\J 2024A3210201786

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ Municipality of
nty [] pality

Lexington

THE STATE
against
Craig Thomas Caldwell

Lexington, SC 29072-7898

Phone: SSN:
Sex: M Race: W Height: 5 ‘eight: 205

DL State: DL# _
DOB: —‘1982 Agency ORI#  SCLEDO0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer: William R Padgett, Jr - S00920

offense: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent,
value $10,000 or more

Offense Code: 3424

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-13-0230(A)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Form Approved by

ORIGINAL

) S.C. Allomey General
X ] County [] Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT atia
Lexington
Personally appeared before me the affiant  William R Padgett, Jr who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant  Craig Thomas Caldwell

did within this county and state on orabout 5/16/2023
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

violate the criminal laws of the

Lexington )

D Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent, value $10,000 or more

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

That Craig Thomas Caldwell did in Lexington County, South Carolina, between the dates of May 16, 2023, and March 23, 2024,
willfully and unlawfully take $52,300.00 in funds from the Lexington Rotary Club Foundation. Caldwell wrote eleven checks to
himself from the foundation account while he was the Treasurer of the Lexington Rotary Club Foundation. Caldwell attempted to
hide the withdrawals from other board members by not putting the checks into their accounting software (QuickBooks). This
incident occurred within the County of Lexington. This is in violation of Section 16-13-0230 (A) South Carolina Code of Laws
(1976, as amended).

CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE In the
D Municipality of

THis warrant 1s
E] County/

is to be arrested and brought before me to be

The accused

dealt with according to the law.

(L.S)
Signature of Judge
Date:
’ RETURN
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to
defendant Cettin. Moty Calhoot\
@ -\ el
L, -
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/7 Signalu C8nslabiaw Enlorcement Q¥icer
RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
Mark H. Westbrook Judicial Center
205 East Main Street
Lexington, SC 29072
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

Signature of Affiant
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) . P .
E County/ D Municipality of ) Affiant's Address . 0. .ox 21398
) Columbia, SC 29221-
Lexington Affiant's Telephone
ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
it appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
on orabout 5/16/2023 defendant  Craig Thomas Caldwell
did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
E] County/ I:l Municipality of Lexington ) as set forth below:
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Breach / Breach of trust with fraudulent intent, value $10,000 or more
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to amest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be deaft with rding to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
Judge's Address  Lexington County Judicial Center
Ls) ) Lexington, SC 29072~
) Judge's Telephone  (803)785-2594
Gary W. Rein ( )
Judge Cade: 5059 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL





