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Noise Compiaint, The Montague Room, OwneNorth Charleston City Councilman Heyward

On 24FEB24, at approximately 2338hrs, officers were dispatched to The Montague Room, 5060 Dorchester Road, N. CHS., in reference
fo a noise complaint from a nearby resident. SGT Ryan (R/C) responded to the scene pursuantto Chief Perry's 30M0OV23 directive.

R/C, whilst en route to the incident location and stopped at the traffic light at Dorchester Road and \W. Montague, heard amplified music
being played. R/Q continued 10 hear it as he drove on Dorchester Road and: entered the strip mall parking lot.

Upon arrival, R/C parkedtwo businesses down and surveyed the scene. R/IC witnessed unreasonably loud/disturbingfunnecessary
noise being generated by the disc jockey who was set up outside and in front of the business. R/O approached the DJ and advised him
that a noise complaint had been lodged andthat he needed to turn the music off. He turned it down slightly, and which point RIO
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Noise Complaint, The Montague Room, OwneNorth Charleston City Councilman Heyward

directed him to turn it off, reminding him that it was after 2300hrs. Another patron stated something to the effect of "get Jerome." who they
stated was the owner.

R/C then encountered Morth Charleston City Councilman Jerome Sydney Heyward, clearly under the influence of alcoholic beverages. This
was the second time R/C dealt with an inebriated North Charleston City Councilman Heyward, the first time being at an eventat Riverfront
Park where he verbally abused and demeaned a junior police officer who had stopped himfrom entering the event without a
wristband#icket. R/C advised North Charleston City Councilman Heyward that a noise complaint was called into Dispatch. R/C again
mentioned that it was after 2300hrs, the time where Sec, 13-126 of the North:Charleston Code of Laws (Unreasonably loud, disturbing or
unnecessary noise) came into effect. North Charleston City Councilman Heyward consulted his watch. R/C asked Morth Charleston City
Councilman Heyward if he would handle it, to which he responded that he would. R/O retreated to a point roughly thirty (30) yards from the
business and waited for compliance.

After a few seconds, R/O observed that the music had not been turned down. R/Q reapproached and called out to North Charleston City
Councilman Heyward, who was standing at the outside bar with his pink beverage. R/IC requested that he step away from the bar so thatthe
conversation would be out of earshot of his patrons. R/G reminded North Charleston City Councilman Heyward that he stated that he was
going to handle the noise complaint issue and further stated that the music had not been turned down. North Charleston City Councilman
Heyward stated that he "didn't feet like that tomgh’r and that the "music is not bothering nobody.” He further stated to R/Q "vou do what you
gotta do. | aint turning my music off, period.” R/O then asked to whom the ticket should be writtén, meaning to the DJ or to North Charleston
City Councilman Heyward himsalf. North Charleston City Councilman Heyward then proceededto call someone, |ater identified as Deputy
Chief Cordray. North Charleston City Oouncllman Heyward then stated something to the effect of "everybody is here tonight and they cant
solve no crime in North Charleston.” After passing his phone to R/O, the DJ turned the music back up. RIO explained to Deputy Chief
Cordray that a legitimate noise complaint was filed and that he (R/C) was trying to avoid becoming embroiled in a political nightmare. At the
conclusion of the call, RO passed North Charlesten City Counciiman Heyward's phone back to him,

Soon thereafter, a female approached and identified herself as "Denise.” She stated that she was an altorney and proceeded {0 ask details
about the call. Towards the end of the conversation with "Denise,” North Charleston City Councilman Heyward summaoned R/C by calling
him "boy. in a brief unanimous opinion dated 21 February 2006, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled in Ash v. Tyson Foods, Ing.
thatthe word "boy,” without any words modifying it, can be a ractal epithet depending on the context; inflection. tone of voice, local custom,
and historical usage. If his intentwas not racist, it was certainly to be demeaning. North Charleston City Councilman Heyward then advised
R/O that Deputy Chief Cordray was in the process of calling R/O's phone.

R/O returned to his car where he and Deputy Chief Cordray discussed the matter at hand: The possibility of a citation being issued was
mentioned, but the conclusion was drawn that it wag bestto na longer deal with the drunken and unreasonable North Charleston Gity
Councilman Heyward. Deput:»f Chief Cordray stated that the matter, including this report and the body camera footage, would be brought
befare the Mayor's Office and Legal Department as soon as possible. RIC noted that as he was was departing the scene at approximately
0040hrs, the disc jockey was disassembling his equipment.

R!C¥s body work camera was activated throughout the encounter with North Charleston City Councilman Heyward, but not during the
second phone call with Deputy Chief Cordray.




