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Cheryi Graham
Clerk of Court
STATE OF SOUTH CAROIHN’Ahe)ster Colmt;l‘HE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER ) FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) Indictment Nos.: 2023GS1800628
) 2023GS1800629
) 2023GS1800630
v. )
)
LANTZ COX, ) ORDER
)
Defendant, )
)

This matter came before this Court on June 9, 2023 pursuant to a motion to reinstate bond
by the Defendant. The Defendant was represented by Christopher Murphy, Esquire and the State
was represented by David Osborne, Esquire of the First Circuit Solicitor’s Office. The Defendant
is currently charged with one count of Arson- 2" Degree, Kidnapping, and Assault and Battery of
a High and Aggravated Nature. He was arrested on March 11, 2023 for these charges. Bond was
set by the magistrate following his arrest. Defendant received a $25,000 bond for the Arson,
$40,000 for Kidnapping, and $25,000 for the Assault and Battery of a High and Aggravated
Nature. The Honorable Maite Murphy revoked Defendant’s bond on April 14, 2023.

The State presented the factual background of the charges against the Defendant and
opposed the Defendant’s motion. Prior to his bond revocation, Defendant violated the no contact
order of his bond by texting the victim and attempting to send her flowers. Counsel for the
Defendant stated that the Defendant realized he was wrong afier ordering the flowers and
attempted to cancel the flower delivery to no avail, The Defendant suffers from depression and
following the efforts to contact the victim, he attempted suicide. He spent a considerable amout

of time in at MUSC following the suicide attempt and received mental health treatment. The
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victim was also present at the hearing and indicated she is afraid of the Defendant and does not
wish for him to be released.

After hearing the arguments of counsel and considering the factors set forth in 8.C. Code
Ann. § 17-15-30 (Supp. 2021), this Court finds that the Defendant’s bond should be reinstated.
However, due to the serious nature of the charge, this Court finds that in the event the Defendant
is released, his bond is hereby modified and he is to be under home detention pursuant to S.C Code
Ann. § 24-13-1530 (2007) with GPS monitoring to be installed prior to his release. The Defendant
shall provide a current address upon release. The Defendant shall not depart his residence except
for the following reasons:

(1)  hoursin employment or traveling to or from employment;

(2)  time seeking employment;

(3)  medical, psychiatric, mental health treatment, counseling, or other treatment

programs;

4) attendance at an educational institution;

(5)  attendance ata regularly scheduled religious service at a place of worship; or

(6)  legal appointments and required court appearances.

Further, the Defendant shall have ho contact with the victim and must continue mental
health treatment at Waccamaw Mental Health. Finally, the home detention conditions shall be
zero tolerance for noncompliance. The GPS monitoring company and bondsman shall notify the
State of any noncompliance with the conditions contained herein and upon receiving notice of
noncompliance with the home detention conditions, law enforcement is authorized to immediately
take the Defendant into custody pending a hearing. Failure on the part of the GPS monitoring

company and bondsman to properly monitor the Defendant or to prompuly notify the State of a
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violation shall subject the GPS monitoring company and bondsman te criminal contempt

Pproceedings before this Court.

THEREFORE, it is the Order of this court that the Defendant’s motion to reinstate bond
is hereby granted and modified as set forth above.

IT IS SO ORDERED!!!
Honorable H or !
Circuit Co ge
First Judicial Circuit

This 12% day of June, 2023

St. George, South Carolina
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