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Area legislators top spenders for 08 travel

BY JOHN STAED
Independent-Mail
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Five of the top 10
spenders for taxpayer-paid
travel among siate House
members in 2008 are from
the Anderson area, accord-
ing to the state Compiroller
General's fTice. Two mors
from the area make the top
25 list.

In the Senate, Ocones
County Senator Thomas
Adexander was the toptrav-
eler, spending the most of
any legislator in the Houss
ior Semate in Macal year 2008
£30,072,

Sen. Larry Martin of
Pickens County ranked sey-
erith. Anderson legislator
Eevin Brvant was 16th and
Abbeville County legislator
Willkam O°Dell was 18th.

Reps. Bill Sandifer of
Ocones County, Phillip
Orwens of Pichens County
and Dan Cooper of Ander.
son County are the top
spenders from the House,
ranking 1-3, respectivelys

Rep. Bill Whitmire of
Dconee County wis ranked
sixth, and Rep. Brian White
of Anderson County wis
runkisd elghth, sccording to
recorils from the
ler mwmm

other e ia:
v o s
area made the top-25 list:
Rep. Don Bowan of Ander-
son County was ranked
lith in spending for travel
and Rep, Michasl W Gam:-
brell of Anderson County
was ranked Eih.

Total travel for the 124
Houss members in fiscal
year 308 was §1.1 million
and 508,147 for the 46 Sen-

and Columbia for legisla-
tive meetings and the reg:
alar session is in part why
thesir costs are higher
Also, both are members
of the state's Public Utility
Review Comimittes which
fraveled to Portland, Ore.,
last year for the National

Association of
Commissioners Confer-

BICE

“That was probably the
largest expenss | had. ™ San-
difier said.

Alexander who i chair-
man of that state otility
committee, said the confer-
erice dealt'with energy reg-
ulation, renewable energy,
generation of electricity
and new federal regula-
tions,

“I think it was very valu-
able ms we book b e ener
£y policy for our state,”
Alexander sabd.

Both expense reports
showed plane fare, confer:
AW PR bon and hobol
costs, although the specif:
b renson was not mmed|-
ately avallable from the
mwmm

A der spEnt 55,496
on in-state auls miledags,
$1,325 in out-of-state lodg:
ing, $325 on airfare, §790 an
registration fees, $105 on
out-of-state meals, and got
£11, 780 for his in-state sub-
sistenoe allowance. He also
received $55 for oot of state
mileage, $146 for “sther”

Sandifer was paid §3 500

for in-state mileage, 5,491
for in-state subsistence al-
lowrance, $1,251 for out-of-
gtate lodging, £330 for air
fure, $178 for outof state
mials, $126 for owt of state
mileage, $130 for “other”
transpoirtation oosts, §70 for
miscellaneous costs, and
$720 for out-of-state regis-
tration fees

Sandifer said he iravels

Lo somme conferences at his
own expense, Cne was the
American Legialative Ex.

Chicago, according to an
ALEC Sardifer
&ibd he paid for the travel,
bk the state picked up the
registration fise, which was
in the $300-range.

Also, as a member of the
state Ethics Committes, it
is necessary for him togobo
Columbin more often, San-
difier said.

“I'was making trips that

people not on those com-
mittess would not have 1o
rriake,” hesaid. “T make a hot
of trips to Columbia that
are nol reimbursed.”

Sandifier sabd he moved
into & new alfice in Colum:

bia and furnished | himsslf
at a cost of abowut £2.000.

“T b oy By the Purmd-
ture becase the House did-
o't have any fanding to fur-
nish i,” Sandifer auld,

Legislators are pald a
subsistence allowance for
sl ] msals whien in
Columbia, but Sandifer
said it doesn't cover their
CTISES.

“To b= very honest, we
oome ot losing 525 to $30
per day™ afber paying for a
room and meals, Sandifer
said.

Alexander sald legisla-
tors are  relmbursed
through the subsistenceal-
lowance for weeldy trips to
Columbia.

“Even if we go back and
forth (home), we don't get
additional travel fom that
standpoint.”  Alexander
sad.

Cooper I8 chalrman of
the House Ways and Means
Commities, which requires
additional meetings in Co-
lumbia during the vear. He
said] hefiore becormibng chiake
man he was near tha bhot-
bom on travel costs, bat the
Ao dustles push his costs
higher

"My responsibilithes are
basically  full-time jol on
:Bp;lrt-lm silary,” Cooper

Cooper aabd he hought a
new car in September with
A00 miles on it Today, with
trips to Columbia, It has
22,400 miles.

The payments range
among state employess. For
escamphis, state Parks, Recre-
ation and Tourism eco-
nomic development man-
ager received 32,103 in
travel costs while the head
of the state’s Housing Au-
thority recelved $13.727,
neardy all of it inowl-of-state
travel, according to the
compiroller general.

Thi: réport was generat-
ed by the comptroller’s of-
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fice as & way toshow useof  tenoéallowance, but also n-  1NE b he Peport,
tax dollars, according to  cluded mileage reimburse-  The report §s available
comptroller general offi- ment, meals, air travel, stng ravel by state agen-
cimls, “other tramsportation,” reg-  cles is available online at
Most of the spending In-  istration fees and miscella: Wwwop state sc us.

cluded an in-state subsis- neous travel costs, aceord-

TRAVEL SPENDING RANKINGS

Area 5.C. House of Ropresentatives

1. Bill Sandifer, R-Ocones, $15 825

2. Phillip Owens, R-Pickens, $15.213

3, Daniel Cooper, R-Anderson, $13 855

&, Bill Whitmire, R-Dcones, $12,970

&, Brisgn White, R-Anderson, §12,715

16, Don Bowen, R-Anderson, $12.176

25, Michael W. Gamberell, R-Anderson, $11.826
Area 5.C. Senabte members

1. Thomes Abesander, R-Oconee, $20,073

T. Larry Martin, R-Pickens, $14 4680

16, Kevin Bryant. R-Anderson, 312,732

18, Billy " Dell, R-Abpbaville, $12,394

Saiirnie South Carclina Dffice of Compiroller Gensrsl

LAWMAKER PAY

B South Corollne pays ite legislators $10,400 & year,
plus $1,000 & month for destrict expenses, (hen $131 per
day subsisience pay, They also receive 44,5 cents & mile
for mileage [Alabama's is 58 cents per mile). saed Shirley
Black, an accounting manager in the South Canclina
House.

Because each egislalor receives a different subsis.
tence amount, the total pay would vary. Bul Basing the
meeling days of the second Tuesdey in Jamsry 1o fiest
week in June, minus one week s vacation, then 1he 20
weaehs |60 days—{hres diys a week) would come 10
§7.860 for legislative per diem pay. Add Lo that 510,400
in anmual legislative pay, plus $1.2,000 each year for dis-
trict upkeep amd costs, then a base amount fior @ South
Caroling lagisiator would b $30,380 annually, not count-
ing any mileage. Legislatodt are paid one round-trip
milgage chack for each week they are in attendance at
ihe General Assamibly,

Win Alabama, which has a population about the size of
South Carclina, state legislators are pald $10 & day
salary while the legislature is in session, which could be
for seven days. They also receive $50 a day for the thres
legislative meeting days & week, said Jackie Osbom, ac-
counting payroll superyisor for the Alabama Senate. The
average per diem payment for 8 session is $3,050, she
Said.

But Alabama legislators alse receive & monthly ex-
penaes allowance for an average annual reimbursement
of 547 000, ssid Osborne and an Alabama House bag-
islative accounting manager who asked not o be
named,

When the legislature is in session, legislators recess
about $50,846 on average Tor the year, bul that figure in
cludes Lhe insassion salary, per dism snd “ewerythng you
will need during the year,” Osbomne said.



